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DOWN ON IT Pandas forward Miranda Miller drops down to get the shot off against UBC goalie Melinda Choy in a 4-0 win on Saturday. Details on page 14. 


Business 


focus fixed 
for SSHRC 


SCOTT FENWICK 


News Staff 


A change in the federal government's 
policy toward research funding has 
prompted accusations from university 
researchers that academic freedom in 
Canada is being compromised. 

The controversy stems from the 
wording of the January federal budget 
concerning the government's treat- 
ment of its arm’s-length funding 
towards research-granting councils. 

A provision in the budget docu- 
ment calls for giving $17.5 million in 
scholarships to the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council (SSHRC). 

However, the budget document also 
stated that “Scholarships granted by 
[SSHRC] will be focused on business- 
related degrees.” 

Penni Stewart, president of the 
Canadian Association of University 
Teachers, in an open letter to Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper on the associa- 
tion's website, called on the government 
to stop trying to influence research. 


PLEASE SEE SSHRE * PAGES 


JONATHAN TAVES 


When Kory Mathewson first arrived 
t the University of Alberta to begin 
ork on his engineering degree, it 
idnt take him Jong to get involved 
beyond the lectures and calculations. 
He entered the world of student 
overnment immediately, getting 
ected as first-year president of the 
gineering Students’ Society. 

“I became involved through con- 
becting with students, so it started on 
really low level,” he says. 

Now in his fourth year, that early 
micrest has propelled him to the top 
pot of the Students’ Union executive, 
arrying off the title of president-elect 
hen the polls closed last Thursday. 

“I was nervous and excited. I was 
tanding there with my girlfriend. My 
“mpaign manager was holding me,” 
athewson recalls of his victory. 

“As soon as they said it, I just 
ought about all the wonderful 
beople that had helped me in the past 
wo months to make it happen.” 

The term for the new executive 
Pegins 1 May, and Mathewson is 
Ooking forward to tackling the con- 
erns he addressed during his run. 

I was surprised at how many 
tudent issues came up during the 


campaign; its a great time for stu- 
dents to have their opinions heard,” he 
says. “Communication [is a big issue]. 
People didn’t know what the Students’ 
Union was doing. No one had any idea 
of the scale of some of our projects.” 

An idea Mathewson has to engage 
students is an undergraduate survey, 
which was a prominent part of his 
campaign. 


“I became involved 
through connecting 
with students, so it 
started on a really low 
level.” 


KORY MATHEWSON 
SU PRESIDENT- ELECT 


“T just want to garner feedback from 
all the corners of campus to get an idea 
of what the undergraduate student 
body is thinking, what they're feeling 
about certain issues,” he details. 

However, getting his message out 
wasn't as easy as he first anticipated, 
mostly due to certain regulations 
restricting Internet campaigning. 

“Tm a total ‘newb’ to campaigning, 
so I went in with these lofty ideas about 


running a social networking campaign, 
a viral media campaign,” he explains. 
“Tm an active blogger; I had to stop 
blogging. I had to stop Twittering. So a 
lot of campaigning has to be done over 
phone or email, like a lot of communi- 
cation with volunteers, which is a little 
bit ineffective.” 

The campaign still achieved its 
publicity goals, as Mathewson admits, 
he was recognized more often in the 
days leading up to the election. 

“A lot of people would be like “Hey, 
youre Kory!’ Then it was interesting 
as the week went on, I'd get more and 
more double takes,” he laughs. “[It 
was fun] walking around campus and 
seeing posters of myself everywhere.” 

Though he’s excited about his 
upcoming term, he's almost equally 
ecstatic with the other choices voters 
made to round out the executive. 

“Bev [Eastham] has done some 
great work. I'm excited to work with 
Nick [Dehod]. Zach [Fentiman] seems 
like a really great guy and a lot of his 
ideas sort of bounced off mine. And 
Leah [Trueblood]’s so funny; I can't 
wait to work with her,” he said. 

“I'm happy that the SU now has a 
few people with outside perspectives 
to bring some creativity and imagi- 
nation into problem solving in the 
office.” 


resident-elect Kory Mathewson shares plans for next years SU exec 


PETE YEE 


NEXT IN LINE Kory Mathewson will officially begin his term in office on1 May. 
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Electric Boogaloo 


’ Ben Dextraze gets on the down-rock 
while exploring the history of the 


Justice is coming 

Was Watchmen an epic masterpiece 
or a miserable failure? Five writers 
split the vote in our group review 
ASE, PAGE 10-11 


2 NEWS 


tuesday, 10 march, 2009 + wwwithes 


Latewayy line 


THE GATEWAY 


tuesday, 10 march, 2009 
volume XCIX number 39 


Published since 21 november, 1910 
Circulation 11000 
ISSN 0845-356X 


Suite 3-04 
Students’ Union Building 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6G 257 


Telephone 780.492.5168 
Fax 780.492.6665 
Ad Inquiries 780.492.6700 
Email gateway@gateway.ualberta.ca 


editorialstaff 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF Mike Kendrick 
eic@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.5168 


MANAGINGEDITOR Conal Pierse 
managing@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.6654 


SENIOR NEWS EDITOR Jennifer Huygen 
news@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.7308 


DEPUTY NEWSEDIToR Kirsten Goruk 
deputynews@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.6664 


OPINION EDITOR Cody Civiero 
opinion@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.6661 


ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR Jonn Kmech 
entertainment@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.7052 


SPORTS EDITOR Nick Frost 
sports@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.6652 


PHOTO EDITOR Pete Yee 
photo@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.6648 


DESIGN & PRODUCTION EDITOR Kelsey Tanasiuk 
production@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.6663 


ONLINE EDITOR Lucas Wagner 
online@gateway.ualberta.ca | 248.1509 


businessstaff 


BUSINESS MANAGER Asia Szkudlarek 
biz@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.6669 


AD SALES REPRESENTATIVE Patrick Cziolek 
sales@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.6700 


AD/GRAPHIC DESIGNER Lisa Lunn 
design@gateway.ualberta.ca | 492.6647 


CIRCULATION PAL Sarah Stead 
CIRCULATION PAL Pete Yee 
circulation@gateway.ualberta.ca 


THE GATEWAY is published by the 
Gateway Student Journalism Society 
(GSJS), a student-run, autonomous, 
apolitical not-for-profit organization, 
operated in accordance with the 
Societies Act of Alberta 


THE GATEWAY is proud to 


be a founding member of the YY 
Canadian University Press. 


complaints 


Comments, concerns, or complaints about the 
Gateway's content or operations should be first sent to 
the Editor-in-Chief at the address above. If the Editor-in- 
Chief is unable to resolve a complaint, it may be taken 
to the Gateway Student Journalism Society's Board of 
Directors; beyond that, appeal is to the non-partisan 
Society OmbudsBoard. The chairs of the Board of 
Directors and the OmbudsBoard can be reached at the 
address above 


° 
copyright 
All materials appearing in the Gateway bear copyright 


of their creator(s) and may not be used without written 
consent 


disclaimers 


Opinions expressed in the pages of the Gateway are 
expressly those of the author and do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Gateway or the Gateway Student 
Journalism Society 


Additionally, the opinions expressed in advertisements 
appearing in the Gateway are those of the advertisers 
and not the Gateway nor the Gateway Student 
Journalism Society unless explicitly stated 


colophon 


The Gateway is created using Macintosh computers, HP 
Scanjet flatbed scanners, and a Nikon Super Cool Scan 
optical film scanner. Adobe InDesign is used for layout 
Adobe Illustrator is used for vector images, while Adobe 
Photoshop is used for raster images. Adobe Acrobat 

is used to create PDF files which are burned directly to 
plates to be mounted on the printing press. Text is set in 
a variety of sizes, styles, and weights of FENICE, Joanna, 
Kepler and Whitney. The Manitoban is the Gateway’s 
sister paper, and we love her dearly, though “not in that 
way.” The Gateway’s trains of choice are the little engine 
that could and the Oriental Express 


contributors 


Scott Fenwick, Jonathan Taves, Mike Otto, Kyle Gibson, 
Sam Brooks, Sarah Stead, Kai Benson, Aaron Yeo, 
James Storrie, Steffi Rosskopf, Ben Dextraze, David 
Johnston, Justin Benko, Kevin Day, Josh Ulliac, Lance 
Mudryk, Evan Mudryk, Eric Chiang, Jeff Martin, Rory 
Fidler, Bobby Williamson, Brady Faught, Rebecca Pinto 


CAMPUS 
CRIME BEAT 


Compiled by Mike Otto 


BLACKBERRY BACKPACK BANDIT 

At llam on 3 March, a student reported 
that her backpack was stolen from track 
level in the Butterdome. She tried calling 
her Blackberry—which was in the back- 
pack at the time—and ended up texting 
back and forth with the thief. The crook 
told her where he dumped her bag and 
Campus Security recovered it, minus 
all of its valuables. Edmonton Police are 
investigating. 


IN THE NAME OF SELF DEFENSE 

On 3 March, a student reported that 
she had been stalked and assaulted 
by an unknown male. The incident 
began when she was approached in 
Cameron Library on 2 March. The 
suspect approached the student and 
asked for help finding a book; she 
politely brushed him off and went back 
to studying. 

The next day, the same man from 
the library sat next to her in one of her 
classes in the Tory Lecture Theatre 
and asked her for personal informa- 
tion. She left the class and went to a 
nearby washroom; this didn't deter 
the suspect, who entered the wash- 
room and assaulted her. She escaped 
and reported the incident to Campus 
Security. EPS are investigating. 


LETTING GOIS THE HARDEST THING 
TODO 

On 3 March, a female student reported 
to CSS that over the past month she 
has been stalked and harassed by her 
ex-boyfriend. The male in question 
repeatedly followed her to off campus 


locations, and in one case threatened 
her with a knife. He has also been 
accused of threatening to kill some of 
her male friends. 

The EPS are now investigating and the 
male has been trespassed from certain 
areas of campus. 


TACTICAL ON THE TRANSIT 

At 11:30am on 5 March, Campus 
Security responded to a call for assis- 
tance from Edmonton Transit Security. 
A transit inspector was assaulted after 
waking a male found sleeping on a bus. 
The male was detained by 5-0, and the 
Edmonton Police Tactical Unit arrived 
on scene to arrest the groggy suspect. 
He is now facing assault charges. 


THAT'S NOT FOR YOU 

At 9pm on 5 March, CSS received 
reports of a homeless man crashing 
the deli table at a private function in 
the Timms Centre. He was repeatedly 
told by the event organizers to leave but 
shoved them away and helped himself. 
By the time 5-0 arrived he was had left 
the reception. 


EVERYBODY KNOWS THAT SMOKING 
AIN'T ALLOWED IN SCHOOL 

At 10pm on 6 March, a HUB resident 
reported some people smoking mari- 
juana in a stairwell. Campus Security 
has previously dealt with this group, and 
once again bluntly told them to get off 
campus. 


THROW THE EMPTIES NEXT TIME 

At midnight on 7 March, officers arrived 
on the scene of an out of control party 
in Lister. Attempts to break up the party 
resulted in a staff member being hit 
with a full can of beer. 5-O gave three 
non-students the boot, but two of them 
returned. They were arrested for tres- 
passing and were taken to a hostel on 
Whyte Avenue. 


Turnout stays low in spite 0 
introduction of online votin 


JENNIFER HUYGEN 


Senior News Editor 


Despite the first-time use of online 
voting for a Students’ Union executive 
election, voter turnout remained weak 
when the results were calculated after 
last week’s vote. 

In total, 5703 ballots were cast from 
4-5 March to elect the new SU execu- 
tive for the 2009/10 academic year, a 
total of 20.4 per cent of the eligible 
voting population on campus. 

The recent numbers marked an 
increase from last year’s record low 
turnout where 4075 votes were cast. 
According to Chief Returning Officer 
Patrick Wisheu, this slight increase 
comes despite an “unexciting” election 
marked by two uncontested positions. 

“I guess [the numbers] were right 
around where I expected them to be. 
It was a significant increase over last 
year. This was a less exciting election 
than last year as well, so there wasn't as 
much of a pull,” Wisheu said. 

He attributes the increase to the 
introduction of online voting and 
remains optimistic about the potential 


of electronic balloting 
“T think we were able to get a lot 
votes because of the ability to Send g 
a campus-wide email, and then int 
email there was a direct link to inf 
mation about the candidates, inforr 
tion about the referendum, and al 
the actual voting system, 


he said 
“Now that the system itself jg j 
place, there will be time for the dle 
tions office in the future to take on 


more aggressive marketing can 
The Alberta Public Interes 
Group (APIRG) Board of Directo 
election was held simultaneously wi 
the SU executive election, yet tumo 
proved even lower. Over the two-da 
voting period, only 698 students g 
2.5 per cent of undergraduates fille 
out the additional ballot online 
“With APIRG, I think it’s sort 


0 
the same old problem for us, {which 
is that people just don’t know wh 


we are, said APIRG CRO Rhianng 
Edwards. 
APIRG will be soliciting volunteey 


over the summer to fill the remainin 
four positions left vacant on their Board 
of Directors. 


CANADIAN STUDENTS VOTE 


Just as with the U of A, universities across Canada encouraged their 
students to vote this past year. Looking over the numbers, it appears as 
though the U of A is sitting at a middle to above-average voter turnou 


* University of Calgary: 13.5 per cent 

* Ryerson University: 14 per cent 

« University of British Columbia: 
14.4 per cent 


* University of Ottawa: 27.2 per cent 

* University of Western Ontario 
379 per cent 

* St. Francis Xavier : 60.4 per cent 


STREETERS 


Compiled and photographed by 
Sam Brooks 


4 Jordan Ramsey 
Py Engineering Ill 


Making fairy houses with my best friend. 


As you may be aware, Barbie celebrated her 50th birthday yesterday. 


What part of your childhood do you miss the most? 


Barret McNally 
Science II 


Playing with the hose and not getting 
made fun of. [Care to elaborate on that?] 
If you spray people like your parents with 
the hose these days, they kinda look at 
you like you're a douchebag. But back 
then it was, “Awww, pretty cute.” 


starting at 16,500 | 


WWW. WEBERMAZDA.CA 


Store Hours Mon-Thurs 9:00-8:30 Fri, Sat 9:00-6:00 
5455 CALGARY TRAIL NW EDMONTON AB T6H 4J9 
T: 1.866.959.3269 F: 780.431.5140 


| Tiffany Cheung 
| Science II 


Wanting to go to Disneyland and not 
being made fun of. 


Claire Dubreuil 
ALES | 


| miss playing Lego with my br 
work at a kids’ centre now, so ! detinitely 
love Lego more than anything else 


Weber Mazda is pleased to offer al 


graduates, students, and employee 
of the University of Alberta exclusive 
dealership incentives. 


Come and see why Weber Mazda is , 
Edmonton's Leading Mazda dealer 
both in Sales and Customer satisfact 


Mazda 3 GX 
starting at 97.35 Biweekly 


0% on all models 


Example 2009 Mazda 3 GX Sedan payment based on selling price of 16,500 plus ta 
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NEWS 


DNATHAN 'TAVES 


new initiative has been started 
combat what organizers see as a 
placent attitude shared by many 
ertans towards provincial politics. 
The Democratic Renewal Project 
PRP) launched its website at the 
ginning of February as part of its 
npaign to create a stronger alterna- 
fe to the Progressive Conservative 
bvernment that has been in power in 
berta for the past 38 years. 

“All sorts of people don’t bother to 
bie because it's become the common 
istom in the province that the 
bvernment can’t be defeated,” said 
f Alvin Finkel, co-chair of the DRP 
hd history professor at Athabasca 
Miversity. 


“The Tories have successfully created 
hillusion that they are Alberta,” Finkel 
id. “So even though most people in 
€ province don’t like [the Tories], 
ey don't bother to lift a finger to 
Fieat them because they think every- 
he else is supporting them.” 

The DRP supports the idea of pro- 
Ortional representation, but recog- 
esa different government must be 
power before such changes could 
ike place, 

“When talking about _ political 
form, you can’t ask the people who 
€ benefiting from the old system 
be the ones to change it,” Finkel 
id 

One alternative that the group sug- 
sts is an announced coalition of 
berta’s opposition parties. During an 
éction, the ridings could be divided 
that Liberals and New Democrat 


INDS OF CHANGE The DRP would like to see provincial opposition parties of the Tories work together to implement change. 


Democratic Renewal Project aims 
» change political situation in AB 


candidates don’t run against each other. 
This would put campaign resources to 
more effective use, Finkel explained. 

“We don’t want the parties to merge, 
but until we get [proportional repre- 
sentation], the other parties have to 
work together, or else all we're doing 
is electing the Tories,” he said. 

Cooperation may be difficult to 
achieve, as the oppositional parties 
have their own differences. 


“The Tories have 
successfully created 
an illusion that they 
are Alberta. So even 
though most people in 
the province don't like 
[the Tories], they don’t 
bother to lift a finger to 
defeat them.” 


DR ALVIN FINKEL 
CO-CHAIR OF THE DRP 


“There’s this myth that we have 
only in Alberta, that there’s no dif- 
ference between the NDP and the 
Liberals. The reason that’s the case 
is, of course, the Tories have been in 
power forso long,” said Rachel Notley, 
MLA for Edmonton-Strathcona and 
one of two NDP MLA's in the current 
legislature. 

Notley believes a more effective 
strategy is the hard work it takes 
to convince voters that alternatives 
already exist. 

“TInstead of a coalition], the focus 


EBECCA PINTO 


has to be on a less sexy, more prag- 
matic, more boring, but ultimately 
more successful model of grassroots 
organizing,” she said. 

The real issues that are affecting 
the province now should be cause for 
more citizen involvement, explained 
Union president 
Michael Janz, who has familiarized 
himself with the project. 

“Every Albertan on this campus, 
every new Albertan, every student, 
anybody who plans on working here 
over the next few years, needs to start 
talking about this,” he said. 

“Democracy in Alberta stinks,” Janz 
continued. “I don’t think the low voter 


former Students’ 


1. A strong desire or inclination; 
a longing. 


As used in a sentence: The bright-eyed and bushy-tailed 
first-year had an inexplicable yen to pursue a career in 
student journalism with the help of the Gateway. 


While students might be nearing the end of this year's 
academic semester, it's never too late to get involved with 
the news section of the Gateway. We're always looking for 
new and eager writers who want to get involved with the 
exciting life of reporting on events taking ne in or 
around campus. 


Maybe the weight of impending exams and papers has you 
feeling panicked and you could use a distraction! If so, 
drop by a news meeting, Fridays at 4pm in SUB 3-04. 


GATEWAY NEWS: 


providing campus with the 
yen to read and write since 1910. 


turnout is indicative of people's satis- 
faction with the way things are. I think 
it’s indicative of a disconnect with the 
traditional party system.” 

Notley argues that interest groups, 
such as the DRP, have to accept the 
confines of that system to be effective. 

“How in heaven’s name do you 
expect to bring about real political 
change if these issue-by-issue activ- 
ist groups refuse to engage in parti- 
sanship? Our system, if we're going 
to continue to operate with it, is 
based on partisanship. If you're not, 
you might as well just pick up your 
gun, or alternatively give up,” she 
explained. 

For both sides, though they disagree 
on strategy, the ultimate goal of engag- 
ing the government with its citizens is 
an important one. 

“Albertans deserve better,” Finkel 
said. “We deserve to have a govern- 
ment that we actually can talk to, that 
we can lobby, that we can deliberate 
with.” 


EWS BRIEF 


OF A WORKS IN COOPERATION 
STUDENTS’ UNION TO 
ENEGOTIATE COCA-COLA 


a-Cola May remain the sole dis- 
of soft drinks on campus if the 
y of Alberta and Students’ 
agree to a renegotiation of their 
Binal 1998 contract. 

Initially set to expire in 2008, the 
Ntract is being renegotiated to avoid 
Wo-year penalty term due to the fail- 
the University and SU to meet 
targets in the original agree- 
nt. The penalty would have seen the 
receive no revenue from sales on 
Mpus 


Coca-Cola offered to waive the 


lon 


Hes 


two-year term under the condition that 
a new ten-year agreement be imple- 
mented, making Coca-Cola the Single 
Source Cold Beverage (SSCB) provider 
on campus for a total of 17 years. A 
referendum was held in 2007 .which 
gave approval for the Students’ Union 
to renegotiate the contract over the 
2008/09 year. 

Under the new agreement, the SU 
is looking forward to increased control 
over the disbursement of awards and 
scholarships due to residual funds from 
sales. 

"The new agreement includes a 
clause that will create a mechanism for 
the Students’ Union to influence the dis- 
bursement of scholarship and bursary 
funds,” Vice President (Operations and 
Finance) Steven Dollansky explained. 

“Thisis a great step towards increased 
student input in the operations of the 


University Awards Office and we are 
grateful that the University agreed to 
this proposal.” 

Dollansky added that potential rev- 
enue would reflect over-the-counter 
sales in addition to vending machines 
and would be shared between scholar- 
ships, bursaries, and SU services. 

“Our position is very strong and this 
is a tribute to the University’s willing- 
ness to work towards ensuring a poten- 
tial contract with Coca-Cola Bottling, 
[which] results in the student popula- 
tion receiving the maximum possible 
benefits,” he said. 

The agreement is still under negotia- 
tion between the University, Students’ 
Union, and Coca-Cola, but Dollansky 
aims to finalize everything by the end of 
his term, which wraps up at the end of 
April. 

_—Kyle Gibson, News Writer 
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LINE EDITORS a 
The Gateway is accepting applic ee 
for the following line editor positions** 

for the 2009/2010 publishing year: 


MANAGING EDITOR 
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR — 
DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR 

OPINIONEDITOR = 
SPORTSEDITOR 
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 
PHOTO EDITOR 

___ DESIGN & PRODUCTION EDITOR 
: ONLINE puOR 


@ THE GATEWAY IS | 


_UHIRING. 


All terms run from | May 2009 to 30 April 2010. The full-time paid portion of the 
job runs from mid-August to the end of April. Four issues of the Gateway will 

be produced over the summer months. All line editors will be expected to train 
on al least three of the four summer issues (unless granted leave by the hiring 
committee) for an honorarium of $100/issue. In their full-time capacities, the 
Salaries for each position are as follows: Managing and Senior News will receive 
$1625.43* per month, all other tine editors will receive $1281.88" per month. 
Please note that candidates may apply for no more than two (2) positions, 
except by special dispensation of the Line Editor Selection Committee. 


Applicants should submit a covering letter, resumé and portfolio to 
Gateway Business Manager (Asia Szkudlarek, 780-492-6669, 
biz@gateway.ualberta.ca) by noon on Friday, 13 March 2008. 
Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted for interviews. 
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GSA response compromised 


SSHRC * CONTINUED FROM PAGE) 

“The world’s most important sci- 
entific discoveries have _ typically 
come from basic research, driven by 
researchers’ quest for knowledge, with 
a scientific peer-review process making 
decisions about what areas and what 
research to fund,” she wrote. 

The federal New Democratic Party 
has also launched their own cam- 
paign against the business-related 
degree provision stated in the budget, 
prompting them to start an online 
petition surrounding the issue. 


Associations (CASA) and the Canadian 
Federation of Students (CFS) on the 
issue. She said that both groups share 
the concern toward academic freedom. 
Currently, the University of Alberta 
Graduate Students’ Association (GSA) 
isn't aligned federally with any organi- 
zation, and President Ben Whynot feels 
that their response to the recent budget 
confusion has been compromised. 
“That's been an obstacle in the GSA's 
ability to respond effectively to federal 
decisions like this,” he said. “Greater 
federal presence is something that 


have typically come from basic research, driven by 
researchers’ quest for knowledge.” 


PENNI STEWART 


CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF UNVERSITY TEACHERS PRESIDENT 


“Having a government tell a peer- 
reviewed research body that stands for 
academic freedom what academic dis- 
cipline they should focus their funds 
on is fundamentally wrong,” said Niki 
Ashton, the NDP critic for postsecond- 
ary education, in a conference call 
with campus media outlets last week. 

Ashton also noted that, despite the 
scholarships, the government will cut a 
total of $147.9 million from the budgets 
of SSHRC and two other federal grant- 
ing agencies over the next three years. 

The budget document states that 
the money saved from the “streamlin- 
ing” will be used to support repairs 
at postsecondary institutions, as well 
as funding graduate internships and 
scholarships. 

Ashton added that he has spoken 
with the Canadian Alliance of Student 


the organization has to look at in the 
future.” 

Whynot explained that it’s not actu- 
ally clear what the change in funding 
seems to be. A clarification posted on 
the SSHRC website on 28 February 
stated that “the additional scholar- 
ships will increase support for graduate 
students researching business-related 
areas,’ a difference from “business- 
related degrees,” as the original budget 
document stated. 

“If the new allocation of scholar- 
ships is going to business-related 
degrees, that’s going to cutout or limit 
a lot of excellent research in fields that 
just aren’t in the actual [School] of 
Business,” Whynot said. 

As of press time, SSHRC President 
Chad Gaffield was unavailable for 
comment. 


Do you want a job on campus that works 


BC judge rules current medicir 
marijuana laws unconstitutioy, 


ANDREW FARRIS 


The Martlet 


VICTORIA (CUP)—The quasi-legal 
status of Victoria's compassion clubs 
may have come a step closer to resolu- 
tion this week after a British Columbia 
Supreme Court ruling declared parts 
of Canada’s current medicinal mari- 
juana laws unconstitutional. 

The law, which forbids any supplier 
from distributing medical marijuana 
to more than one patient, has forced 
the non-profit clubs into operat- 
ing illegally, despite the consent of 
Victoria's police department. 

The judge has given Health Canada 
one year to review the laws and make 
it easier for purveyors of medicinal 
marijuana, both inside and outside of 
the law, to keep patients supplied. 

The verdict comes as a huge vic- 
tory for people like Mat Beren of the 
Vancouver Island Compassion Society 
(VICS). Beren was caught tending the 
VICS’ grow-op in Sooke—a district 
of Vancouver Island—when police 
raided the facility in 2004 and confis- 
cated 900 plants. 

Although Beren was found guilty 
of growing and trafficking an illegal 
substance, the prosecution's demands 
for a stiff sentence were thrown out. 
Beren suffered no penalty or criminal 
record. 

This most recent ruling brings into 
light the legal limbo in which many 
organizations such as VICS operate. 
The Supreme Court of Canada has 
ruled that marijuana—which is effec- 
tive for easing the suffering of those 


around your class schedule, provides you 
with the opportunity to gain valuable skills 
and experience, pays $12/hour and allows 
you to be on an energetic team with your 
peers? If you answered yes, then apply to be 
a CAPS Peer Educator (CPE). 


Application deadline: Friday, March 20 
Check out the detailed job descriptions for 
CPE — Career Education, CPE — Promotions 


and CPE — Experiential Learning on 
CAPS website at www.caps.ualberta.ca. 
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THE DOPEST DOPE A review has been set for the laws about medicinal mj 


with chronic conditions—is a con- 
stitutional medicine and the govern- 
ment has a responsibility to provide it 
to those with a doctor’s prescription. 

Beren’s defence made the case that 
the marijuana provided by the fed- 
eral government, which is grown in 
a Manitoba mineshaft, was of poor 
quality and obtaining it meant jump- 
ing over “unnecessary bureaucratic 
delays or obstacles.” 

Philippe Lucas, the director of VICS, 
also points out that the federal applica- 
tion process can take weeks or months, 
time that can be ill-afforded by those 
who are in enough pain to warrant a 
medicinal marijuana prescription. 

It was because of these regulatory 
hurdles and the inadequacy of federal 
marijuana supplies that the compassion 
clubs were able to spring into existence 


www.caps.ualberta.ca 


in the first place. VICS, for 
serves more than 850 doctors 
patients on Vancouver Island 

Justice Marvyn Kos 
in Beren’s case that while com 
clubs “enhanced othe: eon 
at minimal or no risk to soci 
“did so outside any legal frama 

The onus to reform the legd| 
work lies not with the com 
clubs, but with Health ( anadag 
Canadian College of Physician 
failed to make medicinal 1 
sufficiently available for chroniy 
ers, said Koenigsberg. 

Other compassion associaticg 
the Cannabis Buyers Club, ac 
of the University of Victor 
Hempology 101 Society, haveg 
the likely review of the laws sur 
ing clubs with enthusiasm 
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>w SU needs to 
yw some results 


MM ES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’, OR SO SAYS 
yan. On 5 March, the University of Alberta 
bc dy elected their Students’ Union execu- 

F the 2009/2010 academic year, tasking four 
new faces to challenge the status quo. The sole 
le from this year’s forgettable SU executive 
President (External) Beverly Eastham, who 
sfully returned to the fold after being removed 


he race. 

election was slightly more successful than 
ars: however, the 20.4 per cent voter turnout 
pretty pathetic. The biggest thing driving 

ers up this year was the introduction of virtual 
voters are now able to comfortably sit at 

jn their skivvies when selecting who will 

ent them in the coming year. It certainly made 
er {0 participate in the elections as it made the 
p process that much easier, but it still doesn’t 
ate the complete lack of involvement amongst 
ndent be ody. 

question that remains to be answered is how 
work towards addressing the other 80 per 

f students that decided not to cast their ballot. 
rd from the mouth of VP (External) hopeful 
/VannPashak, the SU is just not engaging the 

ge student. They don’t offer anything tangible 
st people. They organize a fair amount of 

5, but they're also competing with everything 
hat’s going on, and the events are filled with 
ual suspects: the SU hacks and their tried and 
Osse. 

s becomes an issue, as it creates their little 

cosm of a community, much in the same way 
iew the Gateway or other campus groups. To 
doing their own events without actually getting 
people to care makes the SU look even less 

ing. Follow the lead of presidential candidate 
ahn: you couldn’t go anywhere on campus 

t being bombarded with terrible puns on his 
and while it certainly was irritating, his tactics 
annoying enough to get people to come out and 
or him. As far as marketing is concerned, being 
yance is never a bad thing; there are some 

be completely ignorant, but a larger group 
lly wake up and smell the flowers—the 

rs, that is. 

e SU now needs to give the thousands they 
represent a reason to wake up. Each execu- 
\s to know where the students want to 

t just assume that they already know. But 

y all means, avoid risk. Each year with 

nts’ Union fees being handed over by the 

s of dollars, there’s a good reason to expect 
Aething concrete, not just more fruitless advocacy 
ots. 

th this year’s SU President-elect Kory Mathewson 
one who has very little connection to the 

fite ex perience—something that arguably limited 
cus of our last two presidents—we can only 

to see fresh ideas. Mathewson is still a relative 
on mark, as he doesn’t have much experience 
ese games, but he does carry with him a vast 

nt of charisma and a fairly diverse background. 
Otc! he be able to hold back some of the position’s 
Tooted idealism, a response from the campus 
Bnally be seen. 

hy, as part of the larger picture, is a problem 

§ inherent in this generation. It takes more than 
e push for anyone to care. We're used to having 
g handed to us in an obvious way. Because 
it takes twice as much effort to convince 

he to care about anything—especially for a com- 
mt Campus such as the U of A. It really is time for 
One to step up and bring the tangible results to 
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tumble down under 


ngaroo breaks in 
uch no match for a man’s fist 
nt smash and grab, mate 
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LETTERS 


Fraternity stereotypes 
ignore their contributions 


| had read a letter to the editor on 
Thursday titled “My big fat Greek 
rant” (S March) and when | com- 
pleted reading it, | also noticed a 
footnote from the Gateway a mere 
two columns away 

“The Gateway reserves the right 
to edit letters for length and clar- 
ity and to refuse publication of any 
letter it deems racist, sexist, libelous, 
or otherwise hateful in nature.” 

Now, | won't rant about how this 
student is writing this only because 
his girlfriend hasn't been spending as 
much time with him as he would like. 

Instead, I'd like to comment on 
the continuous bashing, marginal- 
izing, and odious commentary that 
the Gateway has done to the Greek 
system. In my years on this campus, 
| have seen the Gateway change, 
and continuously it has continued 
to become more spiteful and angry 
towards the Greeks on campus. 

| personally have been involved 
in many aspects of student life 
on this campus—! have experi- 
enced everything from SU hackery, 
Ski Club, Engineering Week, SU 
events, and drama productions 
to Inter-Fraternal Council, Greek 
Formals, and international con- 
ventions. | love volunteering and | 
enjoy staying informed about the 
issues that affect students in their 
day-to-day lives. Yet the most 
rewarding experience for me has 
been that of being a Greek. 

| have friends all throughout 


RCMP CREDIBILITY 


Time since Dziekanski incident 


campus, many who know I’m a 
Greek and don’t judge me for it 
negatively. As I've said in the past, 
it's something | do and enjoy, but 
it doesn’t label me as a person. It’s 


» something that is from the outside 


looking in hard to understand, but 
from the inside looking-out impos- 
sible to describe. 

It's, in fact, a student group like 
any other—a student group that 
deserves the same rights and 
respect as any other. Yet at the 
same time it's more. It's a collection 
of groups with hundreds of years of 
tradition that aim for the betterment 
of its members: through learning to 
run an organization, holding yourself 
accountable, and being active mem- 
bers in the community. 

In the past there was a time 
where some of these organiza- 
tions had used it as an excuse to 
drink and party. Today however, 
that’s not so. We have rules, we 
have ambitions, and we learn to be 
responsible within our organiza- 
tions. We enjoy ourselves like all 
students, but are far more tame 
and responsible than most groups. 
We have accountability. 

| hope that the Gateway can 
understand that any assault on this 
group is the same as an assault to 
anyone else, and that allowing unin- 
formed slander is the same as cast- 
ing the mud yourselves. | leave it to 
every student to inform themselves, 
never judge before experiencing, and 
to try everything this campus has to 
offer. Thankfully | can say that being 
a Greek is among them. 


SEAN MCQUILLAN 
Arts IV 


Greeks not dumb drunks 


I'm disappointed that Van Aerde's 
letter was published in the Gateway 
last week. This letter is slanderous 
and many of the statements that 
were made were based on stereo- 
types and lies. 

| currently belong to a sorority on 
campus, and I've thoroughly enjoyed 
my experience so far. Van Aerde 
claimed that social events take pre- 
cedence over academics. The oppo- 
site is true. Members who aren't 
taking their studies serious enough 
don't participate in social events. 
Van Aerde said that he hasn't seen 
any sign of our philanthropy around 
campus, but perhaps he’s not keep- 
ing his eyes open. Last Monday, we 
held an air band competition on SUB 
stage to raise money for our literacy 
foundation, and a month ago we 


readerpoll 


“Do you think student 
apathy is an issue that 
affects campus?” 


TOTAL RESPONSES: 115 


THIS WEEK'S QUESTION: 
“Are you concerned about 
employment opportunities 
following graduation?” 


CODY CIVIERO 


raised over $500 for literacy through 
a bake sale held in Business Atrium 
Our organization dedicates a great 
deal of time and effort to supporting 
literacy on a regular basis. 

Alcohol isn’t permitted on the 
property of the sorority house and 
although I've attended parties held 
at fraternity houses, | have never 
seen anyone consuming _ illegal 
drugs. These organizations do not 
exist for the sole purpose of alcohol 
consumption, and there are several 
members of my sorority in particular 
who don't drink. | disagree with most 
of Van Aerde’s claims, and | feel that 
he should try to learn more about the 
Greek system before he decides to 
insult fraternities and sororities. 


KATHERINE YACKULIC 
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ance | 


PLEASE SEE LETTERS * PAG 


56 8 


vote online at thegatewayonline.ca 


tuesday, 10 march, 2009 


www.theo 


6 — OPINION 


x* 


“Flercely pment and origiaal 
SM HY, aad ti rERSE” 


BASED OH THE BEST- SELLING BOOK: 


y POUTYPBAL 


Fro BRUCE MCDOWALD piRectoR oF HA CORE LOBD Ane THE TRACEY FRAGHEMT: 
Gowen Bi 
Lo cw 


ar 
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a double pass to the Edmonton premiere screening on 
Wednesday, March 18, 7pm at Empire City Centre Cinemas. 
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Subject to Classification 


Register, your, act by 5pm March 20 
pickup a form at infolink:or, online 
(www.su. ualberta: a‘ca/cgt 
and hand it in'to SUB 2 300 


Dont knock Asian stores 


CODY 
CIVIERO 


n an act of misguided cultural 
insensitivity intended to actu- 
ally represent ethnic cohesion, a 
report commissioned by the City of 
Calgary has recommended the avoid- 
ance of “Asian malls that cater only to 
a specific ethic group.” The advisory 
claims that these “ethnic enclaves” 
can “diminish overall community 
cohesiveness.” 
Maybe that’s somewhat true in a 
purely 
rility” 


“melting pot of societal ste- 
sense. But there’s something 
to be said for shopping strips that 
bring a sense of cultural belonging 
to a visible minority group attempt- 
ing to integrate into a country whose 
culture they don’t largely share. If 
a group of East Asian immigrants 
carve a block of their own in which 
to establish a connectedness to their 
heritage, 
roots in this microcosmic location 


they get to cherish their 


while still interacting in a multicul- 
tural, bilingual setting for most of the 
time. 

And it’s not as if these establish- 
ments refuse to serve customers that 
don’t share an identical ethnic back- 
ground. Nobody loses out, and any 
arising conflict is completely manu- 
factured. If our society is truly sup- 
posed to be ethnically broad, then the 
tolerance of these businesses should 
be seen as a movement towards this 
ideal. 

If anything, these shops encour- 
age cultural understanding by offer- 
ing customers insight into the more 
mundane details of the lives of other 


nationalities—the kind of subtle 
nuances that aren’t written about 
or taught. To name an example, a 
Korean supermarket situated close 
to my house is stocked with a vari- 
ety of exotic candies that can’t be 
found anywhere else in this city that’s 
flooded with mass-produced Cadbury 
and Nestle bars. It’s a fun, refreshing 
and interesting place to visit because 
it’s different from the standard gro- 
cery stores that we're used to visiting 
on a weekly basis, while offering an 
equally valid service. 

Any number of typical Canadian 
malls filled with coffee shops, fast 
food, and Gaps could just as easily 
be described as alienatingly middle- 
class North 
Accusations of division could simi- 
larly be thrown at restaurants like 
pizzerias. This and 
shouldn’t be cause for anyone to feel 
guilty, and that’s my point. “Ethnic” 
malls or areas are impossible to 
define. Every business has an inher- 
and attempts to 
point fingers solely at foreign stores 
are ignorant of this at best and xeno- 
phobic at worst. 


American caucasian. 


is ridiculous, 


ent target market, 


Worthwhile cultural integration 
takes time and baby steps. The rec- 
ommendation by this commission 
would have foreigners dropped into 
the middle of a situation that they 
might not be accustomed to, and 
without anything to find solace and 
familiarity in. 

The commission claims that this 
interferes with integration, but our 
culture is supposed to embrace the 
right of the ambitious small business 
owner to satisfy common demands. 
At its root, all that these catered out- 
lets are really about is people finding 
something to identify with. The fact 
that so many of these specialty shops 
stay afloat is a testament to how well 
they fill this role. 


Latew: ayOnline 
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Israeli crimes need COverg 


Picking up the Gatey 
was pleasantly surprised 
of the Israeli Aparth. 
also somewhat disap; 
that the issues surrc 
Palestinian conflict wer. 
Impartiality is nice, 
of the situation it's certe 
I'd encourage you to 
the facts when cove 
The poster referred t 
indeed provocative 
Israeli incursion in Ja 
Palestinians dead, wit 
of those children. Th 
ation on the poster 
these facts, and thoug 
unpleasant, the Univer 
decision to ban the poster 
the reality that it depict 
Those numbers are 
the whole picture, wt 
better representation 
| can give it here. | hor 
the Gateway will not s 
ering such important 
explorative and piercing 


Letters to the editor 
letters@gateway.ualb 
attachments, please) 

The Gateway reserves 
letters for length and clarit 
publication of any letter 
sexist, libellous, or other 
nature. The Gateway als 
right to publish letters onlir 

Letters to the editor shc 
than 350 words, and shc 
author's name, program 
and student identification 
considered for publication 

Seriously though, no one 
to say about the Students’ U 
results? Lame 


In support of independent student press 


The following editorial, originally 
published on 6 March, 2009, 
reprinted from the Daily Californian, 
the student newspaper at the 
University of California, Berkeley. 
It has been drafted and supported 
by 38 student newspapers across 
Canada and the United States in 
response to the striking employ- 
ees of the the Daily Emerald at the 
University of Oregon. 

Although the strike was resolved 
yesterday, the Gateway remains 
a strong advocate of independent 
student press as an autonomous 
organization, and offers its contin- 
ued support to the staff of the Daily 
Emerald and the continued pursuit 
of editorial independence. 


n Wednesday morning, the 
entire editorial staff of the 
Daily Emerald—the student- 
produced newspaper at the University 
of Oregon—went on strike in protest 
of the attempts of its board of direc- 
tors to install a publisher with unprec- 
edented control over the newsroom. 
College and University newspapers 
across North America stand in solidar- 
ity with the editorial staff of the Daily 
Emerald in support of the independent 
collegiate press and student-controlled 
editorial content. We are deeply dis- 
mayed by the short-sighted actions of 
the Emerald’s board of directors and 
strongly support the strike until the 
staff's demands are met, and inde- 
pendent student journalism can be 
safeguarded from such attacks at the 


Emerald and on college campuses 
across the conitnent. 

On Thursday the board of directors 
had the audacity to publish their own 
version of the Oregon Daily Emerald 
using content from The Associated 
Press and a front-page statement from 
the board. This move is as offensive as 
it is unwise. 

In November, the board of direc- 
tors hired Emerald alumnus Steven A 
Smith as a consultant, and he drafted 
a plan which included a call to hire 
a publisher. Smith then authored the 
publisher's job description as well as 
his own terms of employment, which 
the board approved without nego- 
tiation. On 24 February, the board 
voted to hire Smith as the Emerald’s 
publisher and to give him unprec- 
edented control over the full paper's 
operation, including supervising the 
Editor-in-Chief: Smith could also have 
been concurrently employed by the 
University, creating a clear path for the 
University to control what should be 
student-produced editorial content. 

In the face of the strike, Smith has 
decided to withdraw his decision to 
accept the position. Today, the Emerald 
staff demands a nationwide search 
for a new publisher, whose authority 
would not extend over the editor and 
who would not be employed by the 
University. 

Since its inception, the Oregon 
Daily Emerald has served as an invalu- 
able learning resource for its student 
journalists, but if the board continues 
to wrest control from students, the 


Emerald’s mission and legacy will be 
invalidated. Without objectivity and 
independent content in the news 
room, the paper can’t prop rail 
its student reporters and the campus 
will lose an irreplaceable al 
information, outside of the ence 
of University public relations etior's 
The Emerald, like many papes 
across the country, is in dire financial 
straits and faces the possibility of do- 
sure. This financial reality, howevel 
shouldn't force the staff to compromise 
their guiding ethics as journalists ot 
to sacrifice the paper's autonom The 


decision to give a publisher sway over 
journalists would in no way solve the 
paper's financial crisis; as such, th 
seems to be a callous overreaching )) 
the board and the University, and # 
attempt to take advantage of a [nar 
cially struggling, but influential s\ ident 
organization while the time is ! 
We are living in a tough time !or 
newspaper business. Now more (ha! 
ever, we must stand strong an stand 
together to maintain our call rial 


independence—any measure 0! OV 


arching interference in content unde 
mines our journalistic standards ane 
unacceptable, no matter the financial 

m under 


situation. Practicing journalis 
the possibility of censorship an¢ | the 
meddling influence of an adminis'* 
tion undermines the purpose 0! 4 free 
press—we hope that the En ralds 
board will recognize this unden bh 
fact and immediately meet the stall 
demands. Until then, we stand wil! 
the Oregon Daily Emerald. 


fh 
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\is past week, the University of 
sb rta was divided into three 
camps: those who support 
Fits who support Palestine, 
i uS. 
t time on campus, the 
bstinian Solidarity Network (PSN) 
Israeli Apartheid Week (IAW). 
n Toronto in 2005 and 
spread to campuses and 
nunities around the world. The 
ential goal of IAW, as stated by 
at the U of A, is to raise 
preness about the role that Israel 
ys in perpetuating the plight of 
P Palestinian people in Gaza and 
b West Bank. The Edmonton Hillel 
who 


sted 


began 


panizers 


fish Students Association, 
s an oversimplification of 


ue, represent the other 


fe of the argument. 


he rest of us cover the spectrum 
g that peace is possible 
, shit. Myself, I believe 

pt peace is attainable. Not necessarily 
the Middle East (although I hold out 
jut surely we can start to work 

ton campus. It’s a shame that 
Bead of having a week dedicated to 
ael as an apartheid state, we couldn't 
ld a Peace Week or a Middle East 
eek. The region is incredibly com- 
ex and deserves to be studied in an 
tellectually honest way, free from 


slogans, half-truths, and full lies. 

Make no mistake—rather than 
admitting that the situation is complex, 
both sides are guilty of promoting the 
best of themselves and the worst of the 
other. In order for any real dialogue 
to occur, both sides have to be honest 
about what they do wrong. 


I believe peace is 
attainable. Not 
necessarily in the 
Middle East (although 
I hold out hope), but 
surely we can start to 
work towards it on 
campus. 


The PSN needs to recognize that 
Hamas wants to destroy Israel, fires 
on civilian targets, intimidates rivals, 
and still hasn't allowed Amnesty 
International or the Red Cross access 
to the captured Israeli soldier Gilad 
Shalit. Hillel that 
Israel has illegal settlements, uses 


needs to admit 


weapons like cluster bombs, and 
restricts the movements and rights 
of Palestinians. By working toward 
peace, the University of Alberta chap- 
ters of the PSN and Hillel would set 
themselves apart from many cam- 
puses across Canada where IAW has 
devolved into chaos. 

Particularly, Toronto's York University 
is awash in controversy after Pro-Israel 
and Pro-Palestine forces squared off 
in an incident where police had to 


be called in to escort Jewish students 


id-East full of enough division 


artheid Week is more pointless antagonism on the Palestinian conflict 


off campus. Further west, the RCMP 
are investigating an incident at the 
University of British Columbia, 
which resulted in physical altercations 
between the two groups in a residence, 
and back in Ontario, the University 
of Ottawa and Carelton University 
both banned the controversial posters 
depicting an Israeli Helicopter firing 
a missile at a Gazan child. And of 
course, who can forget when Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
visited Concordia University in 2002 
and sparked a riot? 

Israel Apartheid Week on the U of A 
campus was relatively calm compared 
to the disasters in Ontario, but without 
a doubt, it has entrenched the opinions 
of both sides and worked against col- 
laboration, understanding, and peace. 

Perhaps the Department of Political 
Science or Peace and Post-Conflict 
Studies need to step in and act as mod- 
erators. Barring that, I would call on 
the Students’ Union and University 
administration to keep a close eye on 
both Hillel and the PSN, and if things 
get out of control, fine, censure, or 
ban them. It’s important that both 
groups remember that students at the 
U of A are here, first and foremost, to 
study in an environment free of hatred 
and intimidation, where freedom of 
expression doesn’t overshadow the 
rights of other students to peacefully 
go about their business. 

Maybe I'm a naive fool for believ- 
ing that Hillel and PSN could work 
together, but it’s certainly better than 
what will happen if they don’t: Jews 
and Palestinians screaming at each 
other in the halls, with the rest of us 
caught in the middle. 


é KEVIN 
DAY 


he debate over abortion is an 
issue that’s sure to get peo- 
ple’s passions inflamed. On 
He (wo most extreme sides are those 


fat believe abortion is wrong in 
ery circumstance, and others who 
fant abortions to be done freely and 
fithout restriction. Most people are 


ortable with their beliefs, either 
eing “pro-life” or “pro-choice,” but 
en along comes a story that forces us 
p re-examine our own moral codes. 
One such case is the excommuni- 
ation of a doctor and mother from 
he Catholic church because they 
flowed a young child to have an 
Portion after she became pregnant 
ith twins as a result of sexual abuse 
y her stepfather. 

When 


I heard about this case, I 
as deeply saddened that the Church 
Bd decided to take such an extreme 
esure against these individuals. It’s 
Ppalling and indefensible that the 
‘Se church felt the need to eject 
ese otherwise good people from 
}. Community for no reason other 
han try ing to save a life. The medical 
Sablishment was certain that if the 
»’ns were allowed to come to term, 
both them and the girl would die. An 
4 Ton was the only way to save the 
Birl’s life. The local archbishop Jose 
bobhrino, in comments made to the 
dia, defended his decision saying 
at the laws of God are above the 


“Even the most ardent critic of : 


and extraordinary case. Those who talk 


about a fetus 


to be born s 


right to bi 


laws of man and that there was no 
reason to eliminate the lives of the 
twins. 

This quite clearly demonstrates that 
the Church doesn’t care about these 
most vulnerable members of their 
flock. It doesn’t matter that not having 
the abortion would have certainly 
resulted in the death of three people; 
the only thing the Church cares about 
is the Fifth Commandment— thou 
shalt not kill.” There was no discus- 
sion; God said it was wrong, so it’s 
wrong. It’s distressing to see some- 
one so committed to life prepared to 
let three people die so that he can say 
that he has never compromised on his 
beliefs. 

Critics of the church have long 
smeared it by asking how a bunch of 
celibate old men could possibly under- 
stand the realities of family and life in 
the broader world. After seeing the 
reaction of the Church to this sad case, 
this argument holds a lot more water 
than it used to. It’s easier to stand on 
the sidelines criticizing people than to 
have to make the decision yourself. 

Even the most ardent critic of abor- 
tion should, at the very least, acknowl- 
edge that this is truly an unusual and 
extraordinary case. Those who talk for 
hours abouta fetus’ right to life and how 
it didn’t choose to be born should ask 
themselves about the girl’s right to life. 
She has a right to grow up and live it. 


atholic authorities ignore situation 


m should, at the 


She didn’t ask to be placed in this situa- 
tion. The Church hasn't taken this into 
account before passing judgement. 

No one can argue about her status 
as a living human being. There have 
been arguments back and forth about 
when life begins but in this case, it's 
clear. The pregnant girl is clearly 
“Slive” and, as such, her life should be 
placed at the forefront. 

Another interesting aspect of this 
story is the abusive stepfather who, 
interestingly enough, is on the run 
from police. If anyone needs to be 
punished, it should be him. I'm fairly 
confident that God has some rule 
against having non-consensual sex 
with a minor—especially your step- 
daughter—but there's no outrage from 
the moral authority on that one. This 
man has been abusing his stepchil- 
dren, leaving one of them pregnant, 
but the focus of moral scrutiny is on 
the mother and doctor. 

We as Christians can’t claim to be 
moral, good people when we allow 
a child to die needlessly because we 
would rather follow the rules than do 
what is right. Morality comes from 
doing the right thing, and some- 
times to do the right thing, we need 
to bend the rules. My heart goes out 
to the young girl and her mother for 
having to endure such an ordeal. As 
for the archbishop: you sir, should be 
ashamed of yourself. 


OPENING SOON IN 
WEST EDMONTON MALL 


SERVERS * HOSTS + BARTENDERS * LINE: & PREP COOKS * DISHWASHERS 


Cactus Club is proud to be the number one casual fine 
dining restaurant concept in Canada and one of the best 
places to work! 


We are looking for talented people with a passion for 
creating memorable experiences for our guests. We 
offer superior training and development programs. All 
experience levels are welcome. 


APPLY ON SITE: March 2nd - 31st, 11am — 7pm 
#1946 8882 170 Street NW, West Edmonton Mall (by Sears) 


www.cactusclubcafe.com/careers 


CACTUS CLUB CAFE 


A census taker once tried to test Dr Lecter. His liver ended 
up being served with some fava beans and a nice Chianti. 


Learning from this experience, the Gateway is placing 
their brand spankin’ new poll safely online. 


Be sure to check it out at 
thegatewayonline.ca. 


THE GATEWAY READER POLL: 


something we've been meaning to get around fo since 1910. 


BLOC PARTY. 


WITH GUESTS 


HOTHOTHEAT 


APRIL 29 
SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 


DOORS 7 PM - ALL AGES - GENERAL ADMISSION 


TICKETS ON SALE NOW 
AT UNIONEVENTS.COM, TICKETMASTER.CA, 
ALL TICKETMASTER OUTLETS, 
CHARGE-BY-PHONE (780) 451-8000 
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ings are looking up—with a new cut and less bad luc 


DAVID 
JOHNSTON 


o two things of importance changed in 

the world last week: the SU elections 

went down and I gota haircut. Naturally, 
I'll be talking about these in order .of cosmic 
importance. 

It's a pretty dramatic hairstyle change. I've 
been sticking to the shaggy emo look for quite 
some time, also known as the “I’m too cheap 
to afford a barber” look. But since spring was 
coming and the snow was obviously disap- 
pearing soon, I decided to go for a short coif- 
fure that left my ears open and exposed to the 
lovely shining rays of the sun (note to self: 
next time, before making changes to personal 
coiffure, consult long-range weather fore- 
casts). Anyways, I’m now no longer one of the 
hundreds of ungroomed moptops wandering 
campus, and am instead one of the hundred of 
pretentious, spiky-headed, overgelled douches. 
So goes life. 


thegatewayonline.ca 


I pretty much watched the elections with one 
eye closed; they weren't particularly exciting 
this year, since half of the runnings were either 
uncontested or empty. And everyone who the 
Gateway said would win did, which is appar- 
ently because of the hypnotic power of the mass 
media or something. What I did find curious 
was the apparent derailing of my SU election 
curse. 


you inglorious bastard, you joined a frat?” And 
that’s exactly right. Can you see me involved 
with a frat? Well, okay, with my hair like this, 
you probably can. But I would be the worst fra- 
ternity brother ever. I'd end up burning down 
their house in some ironic method with a sol- 
dering iron. 

Thankfully, we all realized this and I even- 
tually extricated myself from their clutches 


I’m now no longer one of the hundreds of ungroomed moptops 
wandering campus, and am instead one of the hundred of 


A ercaper spay headed, pueresed ck douches. So ae life. 


For those of you not in the know, allow me to 
elaborate. Every year, I find that a curious thing 
happens in the SU elections: the candidate 
that I know the closest on a personal level will 
always, always lose, and always in some inher- 
ently humorous method. Always. 

Three years ago, for instance, does anyone 
remember Greg German? Third-place presi- 
dential hopeful. He was also one of the head 
cheeses in the fraternity I was rushing. No, 
really. I almost rushed a frat in my first year. 
Now, I know what youre all thinking, “David, 


with only minor arsony. The point is, I knew 
German, albeit vaguely, and he ended up losing 
the race, despite the fact that half of his com- 
petition was disqualified for buying too much 
green paint. 

Two years ago, when Cody Lawrence and I 
were big-hair friends in our Film Studies class, 
he ran, and was denied. Last year, my buddy 
Sean McQuillan not only ran, but enlisted me to 
help out as a volunteer. This didn’t go well, given 
how I know that I was personally responsible 
for like a quarter of his many fines and rulings 


(turns out you can’t put posters 


In Rutherfg 
Or staple them to rabbits). It’s a rea] pity 
Y, gi 
how similar my hair now looks to the Way § 
wore his then. Just think—my | hair could} 
ha 


had an electorate stamp of appro 
chills here. 
So this year, when I received 


to the “vote for Kory Mathewson’ 


group, my heart sank. Because | kne 
secondhand from the drama departn, 


I'm friends with his friends, 
him perform—and he was 
then and there, just because his 
included me on the invite list. Con 
Qelsey—you almost cost him th 
you're proud of yourself. 

Fortunately, an. old junior high 
mine unsuccessfully ran for VPS] 
able to narrowly slip the bonds of tl 
ing the age-old tradition and ush« 
era of candidates who David hasn't d 
this indicates that my curse is escap 
turn relates back to our opening t! 
change.” So in the end, everyon 

Except for Ian Clarke, the doon 
didate who was beaten in the polls 
ible action figure. Sorry, Ian. Bi 
bright side—maybe it wasn’t th 
it was your hair. 


walk in with your taxes, walk out with your money 
and you could win $5,000 towards a road trip. visit reftundroadtrip.ca 


come in today or call 
1-800-HRBLOCK (472-5625) 


dent must present either (i) a 7220 


H&R BLOCK’ 


a documenting 4 or more months of full-time attendance at a college or university during 2008 or (ii) a valid high school 


2009. Must also qualify for Instant Cash Back and Cash Back products. See office for details. Valid only at participating H&R Block locations in Canada. SPC Card 


31/09 at participating locations in Canada only. For Cardholder only. Offers may vary, restrictions may apply. Usage may be restricted 
card discounts. Cannot be used towards the purchase of gift cards or certificates. 


any other offer or retailer loyal 


n used in conjunction with 
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Becoming the 


Breakdown 


Words by Ben Dextraze 


“With b-boying, you've got old-school foundational people who love 


doing old-school moves and then you have contemporary dancers 


who love to remake them. B-boying isn’t a style of dance that has a 


definite number of moves and a concrete way of doing them. There's 


a foundation to b-boying, but you can do whatever you want with it. 


It's not what you do—it's how you do it.” 


asha Cherkawsky is a dancer 
S by trade and b-boy by right. 
He currently teaches dance at 
Third Street Beat—Edmonton’s only 
solely urban dance studio—and offers 
introductory b-boying classes through 
the Faculty of Physical Education and 
Recreation at the University of Alberta. 
Cherkawsky caught on to break danc- 
ing at an early age, but once his passion 
started to develop, he was left without 
ameans to pursue his new-found art. 
“‘l used to do Ukrainian danc- 
ing and gymnastics, but migrated to 
break dancing because the tricks were 
similar. Dances like the Hopak—it’s 
the end-of-the-show dance—and 
trick moves like split jumps were a 
lot like the break moves you would 
see on music videos,’ Cherkawsky 
explains. “There was this studio in 
Edmonton—it was a class that was 
run out of this guy’s studio called 
Urban Elements. I remember I was 
in grade nine and it was $20 for six 
hours—which was really cheap—and 
you didn’t really have any instruction 
because you just watched and asked 
other people what things were.” 
after Cherkawsky _ started 
b-boying at Urban Elements, the 
studio closed its doors, leaving the 
dancer with nowhere to go except 
to VHS tapes of b-boy battles. When 
breaking first became popularized, 
it was because of exposure through 
the media. But just like Cherkawsky’s 
case, there wasn’t any way to learn 
this crazy mew dance except through 
imitation of other people, television, 
or movies. 


Soon 


“The only way you could really 
learn b-boying in Edmonton in the 
20s was to buy videos on VHS. I have 
a ton of videos, and I would watch a 
guy doing moyes and learn what he 
did that way; then I would take each 
move and try to change up the order 
of the moves,” Cherkawsky continues. 


“The original guys in New 
York—like Ken Swift, Crazy Legs, 
the Rocksteady Crew, and the New 
City Breakers—were popularized in 
the 80s during the opening of the 
Olympics in Los Angeles and through 
movies like Flashdance. Because of 
this, new crews around the world 
started to form. B-boys would watch 
this in other countries but they 
know what the moves 
were called, so they developed their 
own foundational styles that dif- 
fered slightly. It’s weird, because the 
names of all the moves like the six- 
step and three-step are universal, but 
other moves like the pretzel depend 
on where you are in the world—they 
may call it something completely dif- 
ferent.” 

The art of b-boying originated at 
house parties thrown by DJ Kool Herc 
in the Bronx in 1975. Kool Herc found 
that the people were dancing crazily 
to the beat breaks in his records— 
short interludes of percussion before 
the climax of a song. To extend these 
breaks, Kool Herc brought another 
record player and a mixer so that 
he could switch from one record to 
another without the audience notic- 
ing. Once this happened, the breaks 
in the records could be played indef- 
initely—a move that allowed b-boy- 
ing to find its tempo and take off. 

With the help of the hip hop DJ, 
people started taking their quick- 
paced dance to other areas of New 
York, where other cultures added 
their own personal moxie. Hispanic 
and Puerto Rican breakers began 
taking the dance to a whole new 
level, forming fresh new moves on 
top of what African Americans had 
already done. 

Shortly after, a group of b-boy per- 
formers called the Rocksteady Crew 
formed, and when they discovered 
another crew called The New City 


wouldn't 


Breakers, the rest was history. They 
started holding b-boy battles, and 
it wasn’t long before they caught 
the media’s attention and b-boying 
became televised. When members of 
the Rocksteady Crew performed in 
the movie Flashdance, they exposed 
the scene to the entire world, taking 
b-boying—which by that time had 
morphed into what the media called 
break dancing—global. 

The foundational categories that 
make up the core of b-boying are 
up-rock, down-rock,. freezes/stalls/ 
floats, and power moves. Up-rock 
consists of moves that vary in name 
and style between locales, but usu- 
ally focus on quick, upright footwork 
and hand and arm movements to the 
rhythm of the beat and music. 

Uprock usually leads into some type 
of down-rock—where the feet and 
hands work together on the floor to 
rapidly shift the body to the rhythm. 
Down-rock is carried by footwork 
that doesn’t require as much physical 
power, which opens the door to per- 
sonal flavour or style. 

However, the more gymnastic and 
physical the b-boying becomes, the 
more complex moves require some 
caution to prevent injury. Tricks like 
freezes or power moves can tear 
muscles or break wrists because of 
their extreme nature. However, they 
look fantastic when rehearsed and 
executed properly. 

“B-boying is a freestyle dance form. 
The biggest thing you have to do is 
dance with the music; you'll learn 
when the music stops, you stop” 
Cherkawsky says. “When there's a 
horn or something, you can play 
with that, you have to listen to the 
music. You have to dissect the music. 
You take your own style and let the 
music tell you what to do. Different 
beats should make you dance a 


different way.” 


DoING THE Six-STEP 


You can do the six-step counter or clockwise in motion. Start 
the movementina push-up position with both hands and feet 
on the ground and your hips partially bent, allowing the body 
to form a partial triangle. Starting the motion clockwise: 


Take your right leg and 
slide it under your left as 
you lift your left hand off the 
ground, placing your right toe 
where your hand was. 


While trying to keep 

your balance centred, 
take your left leg and place it 
behind your right knee, form- 
ing a cross-legged crab posi- 
tion; still holding your balance 
on the ground with your right 
hand. 


) Next, swing your right 
leg around the front— 
un-crossing your legs, but 
still maintaining a squat while 
keeping on your toes—plac- 
ing your right foot under your 
bum. 


Now quickly shift your 

balance from your right 
hand to the left, while simulta- 
neously sweeping your left leg 
around the front of the right to 
re-form a cross-legged posi- ; 
tion on the other side. 


Slide your right lege -——— 4 

back and out about 45 
degrees to reach the closest 
point to which it first started 
in the push-up position. 


> 
mie 


‘Now bring your left leg 
under your right to its 
original position, while the 
right hand also comes down 
to find its original starting 
position, 
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The world will look up and shout “is this movie 
worth it?” And the Gatewaywill whisper, ‘maybe’ 


A&E 
STAFF 


Group 
Review 


After taking time out of their weekend to see the 
first blockbuster of the year, Gateway A&E staff 
had mixed reactions to the Watchmen film. 


Conal Pierse 
Essentially, Watchmen is a solid B-movie. It 
doesn’t truly disappoint, but it doesn’t hold much 
thrill for fans of the comic either. Sure, there’s 
plenty of dialogue that’s been lifted directly from 
the graphic novel and the plot is almost identi- 
cal, but it can never fully satisfy its fans simply 
because it has been designed to please the masses. 
What results is akin to what would happen if 
Frank Miller had written Watchmen—a problem 
that stems solely from the director. 

Zack Snyder’s directing has all the subtlety 
and grace of a stampeding elephant in slip- 
pers. Everything he does has to be big—espe- 
cially Dr Manhattan's disturbingly omnipresent 
Johnson—and_ this larger-than-life approach 
overshadows and undermines the down-to- 
earth roots of Watchmen. These aren't flashy 
costumed heroes—they're regular people play- 
ing dress-up and doing what they feel 
is right. And while the 


action sequences certainly are enjoyable, captur- 
ing that sought-after “holy fuck” atmosphere 
perfectly, they seem out of place in what is 
largely a character-driven story. They're adver- 
tisements—gawdy, colourful, ‘and designed to 
keep your average couch potato from changing 
the channel. 

That being said, I understand why a fair 
number of such changes were made. Watchmen 
is a very deep story, with large over-arching 
philosophical themes and moral dilemmas. 
The fact that you needed to reread and actu- 
ally think about what was occurring in order to 
fully understand the message is what made the 
comic so endearing and powerful; however, it’s 
also what would make it box office poison. The 
simple truth is, nobody wants to walk out of a 
blockbuster feeling stupid. You don’t want to see 
the credits roll and be left thinking, “what did it 
all mean?” because you can’t afford to shell out 
another twelve dollars and three hours in order 
to figure it all out. And it’s because of this, the 
idiot-proofing of a complex idea, that fans of the 
comic will never be fully satisfied. 

For most, this movie is nothing more than a 
consolation prize—something to make you feel 
better, but not what you were hoping for. You 
won't be angry or upset, but you will be disap- 
pointed that it’s the masses, not the fans, that stu- 
dios want to watch the Watchmen. 


Sarah Stead 


When I was first told that a Watchmen movie 
was going to be released, I quietly admitted that 
I'd yet to read the graphic novel. “You have to!” 
a guy in one of my classes implored, and he 
brought the bright yellow book to class the fol- 
lowing week. Chalk it up to papers and exams, 
but it’s still sitting on my shelf unread, and I 
went to see the movie anyway. Comic book afi- 
cionados sitting near me in the theatre debated 
whether or not it was.even possible to compress 
so many details and subplots into a 163-minute 
film. The short answer is “no.” 

Though I found that I was constantly engaged 
for the length of the film, without having read 
the book, keeping all of the character names and 
their superhero aliases straight was difficult. But 
when the plot was fuzzy, it was the incredible and 
arresting visuals that held my interest. The fight 
scenes—and there are many—tended to become 
a tad “Matrix-y” at times, with several short bouts 
of slow-motion punching and dodging while the 
camera rotates 360 degrees. In spite of that, those 
scenes were some of the strongest ones in the film. 
There were no BIFFs, POWs, or ZINGs—just real 


blood and real brutality. Alan Moore's imagine 
alternate ending to the Cold War is intriguing, bi 
both he and his characters seem to recognize tha 
peace doesn’t come without a price, and that cos 
liness doesn’t equal permanence. So, who watchs 
the Watchmen? I did, as should you—but read te 
book first. 


Kai Benson 

To hell with the overhyped expectations. Screv 
the controversy over this “unfilmable” film 
And, most importantly, fuck all of the fanboys 
jeering at this movie's supposed inferiority 
Having read the comic, I found no reason \ 
hate this movie. The changes they made from 
the original were miniscule and the spirit of tlt 
story stays the same. 

This movie is by no means the second 
coming, but Zack Snyder pulls it off with style 
Mixing in some of his old 300-style violence 
with the comic's take on the superhero, we gé 
a truly unique and fun movie. It’s the expecta: 
tions of this movie that cause all the pho 
controversy around it, and anyone who has 10 
expectations of it will invariably find it to bea 
acceptable, if not entirely mind-blowing, piect 
of film. One other thing that may lead to th 
downfall of Watchmen is the run time, which 
close to three hours. But with the large numbé! 
of central characters, the story keeps pretty bis 
and it never seems tedious. Still, it may no! 
stand up to repeated viewings. 

But regardless, you can take all the bullshit 
surrounding this movie and throw it right oul 
the window. Watchmen isn’t an amazing epic 
that will change superhero films forever, 10! 5 
it an abomination worthy of mass nerd-1 
It’s just a good movie that’s worth seeing 
cool characters, snazzy effects, and comi: 
violence. 


Oh, and there’s big blue cock. Tons of 


Cody Civiero 


I read the graphic novel, and it moved 
kept me up. It made me think. And w 
understand that tampering with source | 
rial isn’t only acceptable but unavoidable 
medium translation, it’s sad to see good art £ 
butchered. 

If his credits, including the mindless, miso$ 
nistic, chest-thumping gore-fest 300 left 100! 
for doubt in anyone's minds, Zack Snyder 
proven himself incapable of depicting anythil! 
meaningful. Watchmen is a faithful adaptati® 
on. a superficial: level, while missing the po” 
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irely. It's visually interesting, but metaphori- 
lly empty. It’s technically proficient but sterile. 
Without giving away major spoilers, the sim- 
ified climax is actually a good move, given the 
Onstraints of the new format. The real problems 
A storytelling stem from the smaller changes. 
e gratuitous gore that's spattered more than 
erally throughout the film undermines the 
nce that’s supposed to matter. Small addi- 
s or subtractions in the characters’ actions 
ddles what they represent, making them con- 
ed hypocrites and completely dissolving the 
text that gave the original story weight. 
4 here are sparks of inspiration here and there, 
ch as the intriguing title credits appropri- 
= y set to Bob Dylan’s “The Times They Are 
hangin’” that successfully convey a lot in a 


small amount of time. But they're fleeting and 
buried under dismemberments and fucking. 
Watchmen had an infamous reputation for 
being unfilmable, and the results give a good 
sense as to why. The film feels rushed, but if it 
didn't, it would probably feel castrated. It’s not 
going to please fans who wanted any depth 
retained, and the plot will be cluttered and con- 
voluted for those who didn’t read the comic. 


Aaron Yeo 


Having read Alan Moore's graphic novel at least 
six times, I've been closely following the prog- 
ress of the Watchmen since its actual produc- 
tion became a reality. Going into the theatre, my 
expectations were set high after these years of 


Application forms 
available at: 


Career and Placement 
Services 


Faculty of Engineering 


Faculty of Science 


Undergraduate Medical 
Education office 


AHFMR (780-423-5727) 


Application deadiine: March 27, 2009 


BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN SCIENTISTS AND THE MEDIA 


ALBERTA HERITAGE FOUNDATION FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH 
qd | 


Put your knowledge of science 
to work this summer 


e 2009 


Ip 


The Alberta Heritage Foundation 

for Medical Research (AHFMR) 

Media Fellowship Program gives 
_f%& one undergraduate or graduate 
university student at an Alberta university 
the chance to help a local media outlet 
communicate science and health news to the 
public. Preference will be given to students 
who have a strong biomedical science 


background. 


Excellent writing, communication, and 
interpersonal skills are a must for this 


ID 


challenging 12-week summer internship 


Students must plan to continue their 


university studies in fall 2009 in any discipline. 


For more information or an application form 
check the AHFMR website at: 


www.ahfmr.ab.ca 


to radio FA 
FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH cBC one 7403 
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anticipation, and Zack Snyder's rendition of the 
classic story just about exceeded them. 

As a Hollywood film, Watchmen manages to 
fare a little better than stereotypical 21st-century 
superhero flicks. The visuals are spectacular and 
unique, with Snyder's trademark slow-motion 
fighting scenes continuing to be impressive. 
Everything is present—action, adventure, a deep 
storyline, and well developed characters. 

Naturally, a good portion of the enjoyment is 
found in how well the movie follows the comic 
series. Much of the dialogue is word-for-word, 
and nearly every scene is an accurate counterpart 
of a panel in the graphic novel, ensuring that avid 
fans will pee in excitement. Even minor details 
are attended to, such as signs in the background 
being replicated exactly as how they were in 


print. This movie is how any piece of literature 
should be brought to life. 

Of course, it’s hard to convert an epic 300+ 
page graphic novel into 160 minutes in a theatre 
without making a few errors. Some minor plot 
pieces are missing in the film, the characters 
leave a little something to be desired, and there 
are a few scenes that just weren't the same on 
screen. Most of all, the dark, moody atmosphere 
wasn't conveyed very well, which had a serious 
impact on the film as a whole. 

Like the original, the film will need at least a 
couple of watches for one to really grasp its full 
potential. Hopefully this won't be as thought- 
lessly overrated as 300, but rather gather aboye- 
average fame and a respectful cult pllomng 
more akin to Sin City’s success. 
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PAUL RUDD JASON SEGEL 


| LOVE YOU, 


MAN 


* 


Email contésts@gateway.ualberta.ca for your chance to win 
a double pass for you and a buddy to attend the advance screening 
on Thursday, March 12, 7pm at Scotiabank Theatre. 


OPENS IN THEATRES MARCH 20, 2009 


Don’t forget to celebrate National 
Man Date Day on Thursday, March 19! 


Culture 102 


Exhibit #4: Martha Stewart 


The pleasant home-making titan and convicted 
stock market criminal had a bad weekend after 
her prized Chow Chow Ghengis Khan was killed in 
a freak propane explosion at his kennel. 


Gateway A&E suggests a scrumptious lemon 
chicken breast and a side rosemary thyme garden 
salad with a touch of parsley on the side as 
comfort food. 


GATEWAY A&E: 


Thinking that detonated canines might 
not be a good thing since 1910 


Meetings Thursdays at 5pm in SUB 3-04 


Narration hampers gorgeous One Wee) 


filmreview 


One Week 

Directed by Michael McGowan 
Starring Joshua Jackson and Liane 
Balaban 

Now playing 


JAMES STORRIE 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


Resources may have been tight for 
director Michael McGowan when 
filming One Week, his province-span- 
ning road trip film, but one resource 
was never out of reach: the awe- 
inspiring beauty of the Canadian land- 
scape. With it, McGowan has created a 
poignant and visually impressive film, 
one compromised only by some unfor- 
tunate structural choices. 

One Week is the story of Ben Tyler 
(Joshua Jackson), a young teacher who 
takes to the road for one last adven- 
ture after learning that he has cancer. 
Travelling westwards via motorcycle 
from Toronto, he sight-sees, eats at 
diners, and desperately tries to come 
to grips with his imminent death. He 
also misses his chemotherapy appoint- 
ments, distressing both his family and 
his fastidious (but fine) fiancé Samantha 
(Liane Balaban). As he ultimately tells 
her, though, “This isn’t about us. It’s 
about me.” 

McGowan has described One Week 
as a love letter to Canada, and the 
Canadian landscape is as much the star 
of this film as Jackson. Despite his small 
crew and limited resources, McGowan 
has captured some of the most beauti- 
ful sights in the country and set them in 
a very impressive composition. A well- 
selected soundtrack of contemporary 
Canadian music likewise stamps this 
film with an undeniable here-and-now 
sort of feeling. 

With all of these crystal-perfect 
images, one might think that McGowan 


would have no way to stray from the 
prime rule of drama: show, don't 
tell. Yet what hobbles this otherwise 
delightful film is precisely that. Tyler's 
adventure is constantly itemized by a 
third-person narrator. While the nar- 
rator is important (in theory) for some 
bookending at the film’s conclusion, it’s 
hard not to wonder just how excellent 
this film would have been without it. 
By constantly interjecting, One Week's 
narrator removes all doubt about Tyler's 
emotions, which is completely unnec- 
essary, as Jackson plays his part quite 
well and needs no assistance. 

The hazy, detached feel of a week- 
long unplanned road trip is completely 
swept away by the plodding narrator, 
whose constant presence imposes strict 
and understandable limits on Tyler's 
adventure, nailing down even time 
itself. After a while, one wishes Tyler 
could just spend a little bit of his trip in 
silence; he is dying, after all. Granted, 
he’s dying of one of those classic “old 
movie diseases,” show few 
symptoms and exist only to foment 


which 


al 


drama. But the lack of any undireced 
or contemplative moments robs thi 
film of its potential. It doesn't be 
either, that the soundtrack never Mm 
ticularly cuts out. Someone is alway 
making some noise. 

Still, while the overem; 
soundtrack and narrator ar 
tunate, One Week remains 
film. Granted, not as toi 
could have been, but stil! 
head and shoulders above 
ham-fisted peers. 

Joshua Jackson is a much betté 
than he was on Dawson's Cre 
no surprise that he’s been so su 
lately with Fringe. Liane Balal 
is very impressive, and the n 
of her in the next couple 
better. 

Asanexampleof Michael McG 
progress as a director, especially, 
Week is very promising. T 
an enjoyable, memorable, 


_ oughly Canadian movie. \\ 


few minor tweaks, McGoy 
effort could be a great on« 


Artists, not audiences, wield creative lice 


AARON 
YEO 


A&E Commentary 


Watchmen movie]. My book 
is a comic book. Not a movie, 
not a novel. A comic book. It’s been 
made in a certain way and designed to 
be read a certain way: in an armchair, 


7 ee | shan't be going to see [the 


nice and cozy next to a fire, with a 
steaming cup of coffee.” 

These words uttered by 
Alan Moore, co-creator and writer 


were 


of the original Watchmen graphic 
as other renowned 
comics-turned-movies such as V for 
Vendetta, The League of Extraordinary 
Gentlemen, and the 
From Hell. While 
enjoyed some decent success in the- 


novel as well 


lesser-known 
his works have 


atres, he has consistently distanced 
himself from the production process 
and has yet to see any of the film 
adaptations. Why? Because he simply 
doesn’t want the movies to ruin what 
he had created. 

That’s a fair statement. He created 
those pieces the way he wanted them, 
using the medium he wanted. To 
have someone else come in, alter, and 
rework it for a wider audience, while 
flattering, can be a little invasive and 
irritating. However, diehard fans who 
refuse to watch these kinds of films 


on the basis that all will be ruined are 
fools. 

Enthusiasts of any book will have a 
hard time appreciating a film adapta- 
tion. The same goes for video games, 
comics, and any other form of popular 
media that can be somehow presented 
on the silver screen. Quite often, these 
fans will complain that Hollywood is 
ruining the reputation of the original, 
when it’s really beyond their control as 
to how those series are developed. 


The creators have 
control of the rights 
of their works, not 
the lowly comic book 
geek. There's no 


point in condemning 
movies because they 
“distastefully alter” the 


original contents. 


Although every vote counts, not 
every opinion regarding films does. As 
sad as it may be, choosing to not watch 
a certain flick because it will poten- 
tially ruin the series won't prevent it 
from doing so. If the Star Wars: The 
Clone Wars movie was catastrophic to 
the reputable Star Wars franchise, it 
doesn’t matter whether or not I watch 
it—it still sucks. Even if I try and 
disregard it completely, it’s still out 
there, raining hell on many Star Wars 


aficionados. Denial isn’t a soi 

The same goes for sequ 
some consider the second a 
movies to have ruined the 
franchise, truthfully nothing 
spoiled. The first movie is stil 
some as it was before, despit 
lowing installments being 4 
And movies aren’t made to 
so obviously the Wachowski br 
thought that they were doing 
job with Reloaded and Revolution: 
their series, and it was their 
license to do what they wanted wit 
it, regardless of what fans thought 

More often than not, th 
and creators of the original wor 
their permission to such pro} 
often even offer their time and 
port. In Watchmen’s case, a! 
Gibbons was on board with 
adaptation and Alan Moore si 
rights over to him. The creat 
control of the rights of their w 
the lowly comic book geek. 7 
point in condemning movie 
they “distastefully alter” the 
contents. 

Regardless of whether you 
or not, a movie will leave its 1 
it good or bad. Simply trying 
its existence won't change ai 
Being in denial is pointless a 
poseless, so you might as wel 
the film and appreciate the f 
they're separate entities, neithe! , 
which has to be affected by the 
reputation. And who knows? It ¢ 
end up as a success and you could 
up liking it. 
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Romi Mayes bones ache with wanderlust 


usi¢preview 


Romi Mayes 
F With Chloe Alberts 
BS Fr 13 March at 8pm 
Haven Social Club (15120 Stony Plain Road) 
F $8 students advance, $15 at the door 


STEFF ROSSKOPF 
inment Statt 

nothing fake about Romi Mayes. The 
declared “Jim Beam Girl” uses Achin’ in Yer 


F her new album. It’s a metaphor for the troubles 


s’ own experiences with life’s hardships, 
pped off with a 40 hour long bus ride home 
from Vancouver. 

“That was a really crappy time I was about 19 
years old and I had no one in the world. It felt 
e I didn’t really have a connection with any- 
body and I was hitchhiking around and travel- 
ling the country and felt really isolated, really 
nely [...) 1 was so depressed and had no money 


This Mex 
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nes not only as the title but also the theme of 


> people have in their lives, as well as the story of 


BABY YOU KNOW THAT 
I MISS YOU, I WANT TO GET 
WITH YOU TONIGHT BLIT 
I CAN'T, BABY GIRL 


General Faculties 
Council Seats 


to even get food at pit stops when people would 
get their snacks at the Greyhound bus stations. 
Those kind of things happened a lot when I was 
younger, [but] I obviously have my shit together 
a lot more now.” 

By putting herself into her music and by being 
on the road for so long, Mayes embodies what she 
criticizes the current country music scene for lack- 
ing: honest, self-producing individuals that have 
more to offer than “confused, shitty pop songs.” 
Mayes would never claim to be a pure country 
musician, but she is certainly not a “manufac- 
tured product” like so many others. In contrast, 
she writes her songs herself and tours nonstop 
to connect with her friends and to receive some 
feedback for her new album. 

These ambitions will also bring her to Europe 
again as part of her tour later in April. With stops 
in Italy, the Netherlands, the UK, and Germany, 
Mayes visits places she believes are emerging 
markets for the kind of music she plays, even 
though that style isn’t typically associated with 
the other side of the Atlantic. ; 

“In Europe, there are huge [numbers of] 
country, blues, and Americana music fans. They 
consider [people] from Canada and the US to be 
‘the authentic.’ We're closer to Hank Williams 


I MISS YOU! I JUST 
WANNA KISS YOU! 


AND THAT’S THE ISSUE! 


and Johnny Cash than they are [...] But they're a 
more appreciative and open-armed culture.” 

The enjoyment of this new-found respect for 
her music goes hand in hand with Mayes appre- 
ciation for being able to get the chance to tour 
Europe and experience its different cultures. 

Apart from drinking Heineken in Holland, 
Italy is among Mayes’ most valued memories 
from her past tours in Europe. 

“Italy is fantastic—the food, the wine, the 
people, the language. I think it’s pretty amaz- 
ing to go over there and take in the beauty [...] I 
couldn't believe I was in Italy on tour the whole 
time, and I will probably feel the same way in 
April just because it’s so beautiful. My favourite 
thing about going to Europe is getting to explore 
these places that I never thought in my life I 
would see, let alone play.” 

While being on tour in all these different 
places, Mayes also takes advantage of the huge 
variety of local beers that they have to offer, 
which she also incorporates into her shows and 
reinforces just how down-to-earth this woman 
of the blues really is. 

“Having a cold beer in your hand and having a 
cigarette right before you get on stage relaxes me. 
It just unwinds me.” 


BIT I CAN'T RIGHT 
NOW, SO BABY, KISS ME 
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Romi Mayes 
Achin’ in Yer Bones 
Factor Recordings 


STEFFI ROSSKOPF 


Arts & Entertainment Staff 


To stand out in the midst of a wealth of already 
established and legendary artists is a very dif- 
ficult task to achieve in the 21st century. This is 
especially true for the often stigmatized, stereo- 
typed country and blues genres. Romi Mayes’ 
new album Achin’ In Yer Bones features both, 
but with Mayes very own personal touch. The 
music on this album seems very simple, but 
that’s the beauty of it. 

Each song reveals a little bit of Mayes herself and 
her experiences on the road or are the product of a 
midnight session with well-known producer Gurf 
Morlix. She directly communicates this humble- 
ness to the listener with a short introductory sen- 
tence to each of her songs in the cover booklet of 
the album, which gives the listener some context 
to how the gears turn in her head. 

For example, “Mercy on Me,” a co-written 
tune with Morlix, was written “over a bottle 
of Jack Daniels late one night in Austin” while 
being on tour. The title song talks about a 
time when Mayes was a teenager, hitchhiking 
through Canada and needing a ride home on 
the Greyhound bus. 

By placing this tune at the beginning, Mayes 
sets the soothing and sweet mood of the entire 
album. In the midst of the soft-sounding, 
relaxing, and thoughtful ballads like “I Won't 
Cry,” “Slow Down,” or “Hard Road,” both 
“The Marks” and “If the Lord Don’t Love You” 
stand out as faster, rockier, and more aggres- 
sive. The latter's title reflects a line that Mayes 
would always tell her friends when she was 
younger and has always wanted to incorporate 
into a “loose and swampy Rolling Stones-like 
blues tune.” Characterized by its rough sound- 
ing guitar all throughout in combination with 
Mayes rocky voice, it undoubtedly channels 
Mick and the gang. 

Mayes manages to stand out by putting her- 
self into every one of her songs of this album, 
either through lyrics reflecting her own road- 
weary experiences or the craftsmanship of her 
voice fused with her mastery of the guitar. 


Want to learn how to conduct 
yourself professionally while 
on the phone? Drop by SUB 3-04, 
Thursdays at 5pm for our 


Arts & Entertainment 
meetings and we'll show you how. 
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FRIDAY, 6 MARCH 


UBE 


THUNDERBIRDS 


First Period 

1. Alberta, Miller (Pratt) 11:59 

2. Alberta, Borbely (Tulloch) 12:40 

3. Alberta, Miller (Podloski, Wiebe) 13:33 
4. Alberta, Copeland (Ramsay) 16:13 (PP) 
5. Alberta, Pratt (Unassisted) 18:19 (PP) 


Second Period 
6. Alberta, Podloski (Copeland) 09:36 (PP) 
7. Alberta, Newton (Copeland) 13:25 (PP) 


Third Period 

No Scoring. 
UBC Thunderbirds 0 (0) ¢) — — 9 
Alberta Pandas 5 Z 0 — - 


Goal— Pandas: Dana Vinge (W); Thunderbirds: 
Melinda Choy (L) 
Attendance—333 


SATURDAY, 7 MARCH 


THUNDERBIRDS 


First Period 
1. Alberta, Miller (Podloski) 04:03 


Second Period 
2. Alberta, Miller (Cabana, Podloski) 05:22 


Third Period 
3. Alberta, Cabana (Podloski) 02:00 
4. Alberta, Copeland (Podloski, Boras) 18:56 


UBC Thunderbirds 0 6) e} — 6) 
Alberta Pandas 1 ] 2 _ 4 


Goal— Pandas: Dana Vinge (W); Thunderbirds: 
Melinda Choy (L) 
Attendance—244 


Other Canada West Scores 


(2) Manitoba vs (3) Saskatchewan 
(Manitoba wins series 2-0) 


Game 1: Manitoba 2, Saskatchewan O 


Game 2: Manitoba 4, Saskatchewan O 


ss 


PETE YEE 


FORGET ROY, GIVE ME CHOY Panda Katie Borbely (6) shoots the puck towards UBC goalie Melinda Choy, who made 81 combined saves this weekend 


Thunderbirds shoot blanks 


as 


NICK FROST 
Sports Editor 


For the sixth and seventh times since the begin- 
ning of the 2008/09 Canada West regular 
season, the Pandas hockey team defeated the 
UBC Thunderbirds by way of shutouts, earning 
a 7-0 win on Friday night and a 4—0 victory on 
Saturday to advance to next weekend’s confer- 
ence final at Clare Drake Arena. 

Having not played since handing the 
Regina Cougars a heartbreaking 9-1 defeat 
on Valentine’s Day to end the regular season, 
Alberta's women were looking to burst out 
of the gate and establish a quick start against 
their west coast adversaries. One issue that’s 
been raised by head coach Howie Draper all 
season long is his team’s inconsistency to come 
out strong in first periods. Friday night's start, 
however, made the bench boss’ concerns seem 
unfounded as his team notched five goals in the 
opening frame. 

“We've really improved at that over the course 
of the season,” Draper explained. “I felt that it 
wasn't as much of a concern in the second half 
as it was in the first half. I think it was really a 
tribute to our leadership—they really took the 
bull by the horns and they've been leading pre- 
game warm-ups to make sure that the girls are 
mentally and physically prepared, and it seems 
to be paying off” 


One of the most crucial strategies coming in 


for the Pandas was to keep UBC standout goal- 
tender Melinda Choy busy and tire her out by 
peppering her with as many shots as possible. 
The plan certainly paid off, too, as Alberta out- 
shot the Thunderbirds 53-8 on Friday night, and 
a combined 92-17 over the two-game set. 


“T think it was really a tribute 
to our leadership—they really 
took the bull by the horns and 
they've been leading pregame 
warm-ups to make sure that 
the girls are mentally and 
physically prepared, and it 
seems to be paying off” 


HOWIE DRAPER 
PANDAS HOCKEY HEAD COACH 


“T's important against this team that we score 
early and get pucks to the net,” Draper said. “We 
got a lot of pucks to the net and Choy was playing 
outstanding, particularly at the start of the game. 
Fortunately, one went in for us about midway 
through the period and that’s an important goal 
against this team—the longer they’re in it, the 
tougher they are to play against.” 


Pandas advance to finals 


But Friday night wasn’t without adversity as 
Pandas forward Sarah Hilworth was hit during 
the second period, sending her right leg awk 
wardly into the boards. Hilworth was immedi- 
ately taken to hospital after the game with what 
Draper called a “lower-body injury.” 

Saturday night’s affair didn’t prove as easy 0! 
the Pandas. While the team is content with pull- 
ing out the win, they know that they'll have to 
come out with much more ferocity next week 
end when they face off against the second-ranked 
Manitoba Bisons, who split their season series 
with the Pandas. 

“We didn’t play our best hockey: 
that,” Pandas forward Miranda Miller said on 
Saturday. 

Despite picking up the victory and clinching 
the best-of-three, Alberta faced a much stron- 
ger defensive challenge from UBC and showed 
the signs of rust that might come from having 
not played or practiced regularly in three weeks 
According to Miller—who came up with back 
to-back two goal efforts, including the game 
winner on both occasions—the layoff did 
manage to catch up to the team and they were, 
indeed, feeling some effects. 

“T think it did have a little bit of an effect,” 
Miller noted. “With five girls gone, we didn’t get 
any real line drills in or any sort of condition 
ing, and I think you could kind of tell a couple 
times in the game where we were trying to do 
too much.” 


we know 
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ROOKIE LEADERSHIP Nicole Clarke (6) led the Pandas with 16 points in Sunday's third-place match. _ 


FILE PHOTO: PETE YEE 


Hoop Pandas finish third 


pite the disappointment 
0! not bringing the Bronze 
vy home, Alberta happy 
come away with medal 


JORDAN HARTSHORN 


REGINA (CUP)—Bronze is the colour of unful- 
‘illed expectations in the eyes of the University 
of Alberta Pandas basketball team. While they 
return to Edmonton from the 2009 women’s bas- 
ketball championships in Regina having salvaged 
a third-place medal, they don’t have to like it. 

\fter cruising past the Laval Rouge et Or 
86-68 in the quarter-finals, the Pandas slipped 
’$-62 against the top-seeded and eventual 
champion Simon Fraser Clan in the semi-finals, 
and had to settle for a third place game against 
the third-ranked Windsor Lancers in a dramatic 
64-62 affair—a game that Alberta came into 
completely deflated. 

“It took me almost until tipoff to be finally 
ready to play again,” fifth-year point guard 
\shley Wigg said of the third-place match. “It's 
tough when you have your whole season set out 
for one main goal, once it’s been taken away 
{rom you; to battle and compete because it feels 
like there is not much left.” 

Against Simon Fraser, the Pandas never really 
kc und an opportunity to get into rhythm. The 
Clan rode some early hot shooting, heading to 
the locker room up 52-31 at the half, and then 
Coasted to their place in the championship final. 

The Pandas, a team known for resiliency and 
Ke vughness, went out with barely a whimper. 

It wasn’t our game,” Wigg said. “If we had 
gone out and battled hard and played like we 


can and lost, then that’s a different story. We just 
weren't us.” 

Scrapping it out for the bronze, the Lancers 
and the Pandas never gave each other an inch. 
The lead changed hands frequently, while the 
game’s largest advantage belonged to Alberta by 
a mere eight points. With 1:19 remaining in the 
fourth, Panda Kristin Jarock notched a jumper 
which made the score 60—59 and gave them a 
lead which they wouldn't relinquish. 

“Tt took a lot for them to want to come out and 
play hard in the third-place game,” head coach 
Scott Edwards said. “I’m just really proud of the 
kids in finding a way to come back in an after- 
noon game and play with enough emotion and 
enough toughness to get a win for us.” 

Rookie Nicole Clarke emerged on the national 
scene in a meaningful way, finishing fourth in 
the tournament in scoring with 15. points per 
game. Clarke led the Pandas in scoring with 16 
points to help clinch the bronze. 

“She’s an outstanding player who's played 
beyond her freshman status,” Edwards added. 

Clarke will lead a strong Pandas contingent 
for next season that includes Anneka Bakker, 
who also made a strong showing in Regina. 
Undoubtedly, though, the graduation of Wigg 
and Jarock will be felt on the team. Wigg led the 
team in both scoring and assists, while Jarock was 
third in scoring and led the team in rebounds. 

“It’s important to finish on a win, and for the 
girls coming back next year. Especially, it's impor- 
tant that they have this confidence,” Wigg said. 

Simon Fraser captured the national title with 
a 68—62 win over the host Regina Cougars in 
Sunday’s final. At Thursday’s awards banquet, no 
Panadas received awards or were named to the 
First and Second All-Canadian teams. Victoria’s 
Kayla Dykstra won the Nan Copp award as the 
nation’s Most Valuable Player throughout the 
regular season. 


LIVE aieixe, 


Combine advanced technical knowledge with 
critical thinking and managerial skills, and you have 
a recipe for workplace success. That's what you 
can expect from NAIT's Bachelor of Technology in 
Technology Management degree - the only one of 
its kind in Alberta. 


With six industry-focused specializations and a 
choice of full-time, part-time or online studies, the 
BTech delivers flexible, manageable ways to get 
ahead. It's what leaders are made of. 


APPLY NOW. 
VISIT NAIT.CA/BTECH OR CALL 780.471.8874. 
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NFB Sunday Cinema with Project Ploughshares, 
and Canadian Pugwash Group, 


: Metro Cinema 
828 — 101A Avenue 
t Hall, Main Floor, Citadel Th 
Edmonton 


on the ti 


NFB Sunday Cinema s you acclaimed NFB films on the third Sunday of 
every month at 2pm at Metro Cinema ~- FREE ADMISSION! Watch for our 
April 19th screening of Carts of Darkness - www.nfb.ca/cartsofdarkness 
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ZACH FENTIMAN 


1b no las adhe 


BEVERLY EASTHAM 


THE HEALTH PLAN REFER 


Vote for your Students’ Council and GFC Councillors, 
and Board of Governors Representative on March 19&20 


Board of Governors By-Election Candidates 
JOHN AUBREY 
STEVEN DOLLANSKY 


l www.su.ualberta.ca/vote 


MATTHEW 
BLACK 


__The Peak 


BURNABY (CUP)—If the Canadian 
sporting community were prone to 
quoting Shakespeare, one could for- 
give it for crying out “et tu Brute?” 


» after the front-page story broke high- 
lighting Simon Fraser University’s 


interest in forgoing further mem- 
bership in the CIS in favour of the 


© American-based NCAA. 


At the heart of this exodus of sport- 
ing culture in Canada lies money— 
specifically, the potential 
revenue schools might accrue by 
being associated, however fleetingly, 
with the marketing force that is the 
NCAA. 

Canadian schools can certainly be 
excused for lusting after a piece of the 
NCAA pie, which annually turns colle- 
giate basketball and football games into 
nation-stopping, multi-million dollar 
showcase events south of the border. 

Certainly, other reasons exist for 
such a potential move. Among them, 
the NCAA's more financially permis- 
sive funding rules that allow schools 
to offer full scholarships that pay not 
only tuition, but also living expenses 
for potential student-athletes. 

Given how Canadian schools are 
permitted only to offer recruits a 
tuition waiver under CIS regulations, 
it’s not hard to see the logic that under 
the NCAA, SFU could not only attract 
better athletic talent from abroad, but 
also keep local talent in province and 
away from the US. 

Of course, the merits of offering 
such scholarships are highly debatable. 


more 


Two days after the Peak ran the initial 
story about SFU considering its move 
to the NCAA, the school staged an 
hour-long rally in protest of govern- 
ment funding cuts that, in the view of 
many, are detrimentally affecting the 
quality of education. 

Given the current financial climate 
both at this school and worldwide, it’s 
fair to ask where all of this money for 
full-ride scholarships will come from 
and if it should be spent on sports 
rather than education. 

Although NCAA membership might 
attract more funding, exactly how 
much more is unclear. Certainly, this 
wouldn't be the glamourous NCAA 
we see on TV come March Madness or 
New Year's Day. 

Rather, SFU would enter the NCAA's 
Division II, where they would geo- 
graphically best fit in with the mighty 
Great Northwest Athletic Conference: 
a nine-member grouping with two 
schools located in Alaska, two schools 
with enrollments of under 1800, and 
only four schools that play varsity 
football. 

While saving on travel has been 
raised as an argument in favour of 
NCAA membership, one wonders if 
the road trip to Fairbanks would be any 
cheaper than a journey to Winnipeg. 

Finances aside, while an NCAA 
scholarship program would certainly 
attract a different class of athlete, this 
influx of talent might hurt as much as 
it would help. 

While full-ride scholarships would 
attract both local and international 
talent, the possibility exists that local 
non-scholarship athletes would see 
their playing time suffer at the hands 
of a fully funded foreigner. 

The consequences of this arrange- 
ment are seen in the position stack- 
ing common in the Canadian Football 


League, where American athletes 


dominate the high-prof\ 
tions to the widespread 
Canadian talent. 

It’s also fair to ask, at 
tion to football, that ha 
National Association of | 
Athletics (an American 
giate sports organization of 
consequence than the Ni 
to join the CIS, what ha: 
less than seven years to n 
switch back to an Am« 
organization? 

The support for this m 
athletes, coaches, and scho: 
trators appears to be mixed 
affect certain sports more t 
It’s also unknown how ali 
group in the important realn 
raising, would feel about t 

Ultimately, SFU must de 
a Canadian school or not. 
to imagine anything mor 
for the state of Canadian sp: 
moving back to American fo 
away from our domestic g: 
that we've always been told 
preserving as a uniquely 
sporting phenomenon. 


Moving to the NCAA would « 


tainly further hamper the vi 
the program, which can only | 


fered after years of toiling in nati 


anonymity while in the NAIA 


Aside from the University of Bri 
Columbia, other Canadian s 


who are in-part dependent « 


participation and dues to the CIs 


survival, are also unlikely to b: 
siastic about any potential de; 


Much ambiguity still exis 


rounding the details and ; 


ity of moving to the NCAA, | 


would do well to take a close: 
its decision before university 


line,e 


Shifting from CIS to the N CAA 
unnecessary move for SFU Clan 


Canada follows the trail south al 


traversed by far too many ( 
sports institutions. 


FILE PHOTO: PETE YEE 
IT’S THAT TIME OF THE YEAR AGAIN This weekend at Clare Drake Arena, the Golden Bears hockey team will open uP 
their road to the University Cup against the Regina Cougars. Check out Thursday's issue of the Gateway for a full preview 
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TV poker too prevalent in 
our sports programming 


NICK 
FROST 


Sports 
Commentary 


professional poker. For nearly five 

years—since the advent of this 
money-wasting pastime into popular 
culture and legitimate sports circles— 
I've sat on my hands and not said any- 
thing, while online poker became an 
Internet phenomenon among high 
school and college students, and tele- 
vised Texas Hold "Em became the third 
most-watched “sport” in the United 
States. Seemingly every time I've found 
myself in the same room as a television 
over these years, I've been bombarded 
with so much poker-related tripe ema- 
nating from the screen that it all seems 
so mind-numbingly incessant. 

I'm bored at 2pm on a Saturday 
aftermoon and looking for a sports 
fix on one of the major Canadian 
sporting mnetworks—poker appears 
on all three channels. I’m watching 
an Oilers game with my friends at a 
sports bar—a commercial for Full 
Tilt Poker comes on. I’m waiting for 
the late-night edition of Sportscentre 
‘0 start so I can catch up on the day’s 
sporting events—the Aussie Millions 
tournament appears instead, stymie- 
ing my efforts. 

At first, I didn’t mind the few poker 
Programs that networks would put 
On at 3am when no one is watch- 
ing TV—now, it’s painfully clear that 
poker has way too much of a presence 


|= escape the monster that is 


on sports networks. 

First of all, let's just get this out of 
the way for those who haven't clued in 
at any point since 2003: poker is not 
a sport. 

They can write about it in the 
Toronto Sun’s sports section; they can 
broadcast it on ESPN, TSN, Rogers 
Sportsnet, The Score, et al; but 1 
repeat: poker is not a sport. 

I can understand why one might 
think otherwise—after all, a large 
part of sports involves the competi- 
tive nature of its athletes and the use 
of strategy to outwit opponents. For 
anyone who's ever played poker with 
friends (and lost, like I frequently do 
when money’s on the line) it’s typical 
to observe the other players’ tells to 
try and deduce their hand, only to get 
riled up and hurl chips across the table 
when the river card comes up, screw- 
ing you and awarding your friend 
with a dumb-luck win. 

That said, unlike basketball, football, 
hockey, volleyball—basically, any- 
thing that involves breaking a sweat at 
the very least—there is zero physical- 
ity involved with poker, which takes it 
out of contention for the sports genre. 
In fact, the most physical activity one 
can get out of poker is taking two 
stacks of chips and folding them into 
each other while deciding whether or 
not to fold or raise a hand. And, as neat 
of a trick as that might be, it doesn't 
even begin to scratch the surface. 

Rather, poker is a game, like 
Roulette, or Rummoli, or Clue. And 
when was the last time you saw “Clue 
After Dark” on Sportsnet at 8pm on a 
Sunday night? That's right—you never 
have. If that ever happened, sports fans 
like myself would probably revolt. 


On top of all that, it actually hurts 
my brain to think that there are 
enough people out there who would 
enjoy watching grown men playing 
cards for money to justify showing as 
much poker as the networks do. 

Because of the consistent amount 
of poker-related programming going 
on between the Canadian sporting 
networks at various points during the 
day, many other events that should 
otherwise get coverage don't—one 
such case, in particular, is CIS sports. 
For example, rather than broadcasting 
in on TSN, Sportsnet, or The Score— 
all known for their infrequent, hit- 
or-miss coverage of Canada’s varsity 
scene—the national men’s volleyball 
final was relegated to Shaw TY, forcing 
it to reach a much smaller audience 
than what could’ve been had with one 
of the big three, and subjecting people 
who couldn’t watch it on television to 
have to watch it on the infrequently 
reliable web feed. 

Similarly, instead of cramming 
poker down the collective throat of 
the nation, there are many other alter- 
nate options—ones that even involve 
sports—that could be presented to 
the viewer to not create so much 
frustration amongst viewers. Airing 
events that attract niche audiences, but 
don’t get nearly enough coverage— 
like Canadian varsity sports, as well 
as extreme sports, European league 
sports, etc—as well as repeats of 
important sporting events that people 
may have missed, gives the viewer 
more attractive options and allows for 
a much more diverse programming 
schedule. Oh yeah, and it would steer 
clear of inadvertantly frustrating the 
shit out of me. 
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Thinking about 
your future? 


Definitely. And wondering — 
What am | good at? What do | 
want from my career? How will 

| pay for my education? What jobs 
are out there? Find the answers 
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On This Day 
in 1951: 


FBI Director 

J Edgar Hoover 
turned down the 
role of baseball 
commissioner. 


Clearly, this move indicates that Mr Hoover wouldn't 
have been cut out for Gateway Sports—if you think 
that you are, however, come out to Sports meetings 
Tuesday at 5pm in 3-04 SUB. 
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Across 

1. Chip and Dale’s female rescue 
ranger. 

4. The late first feline. 

5. Santa's Little Helper's family. 

6. Tailspin pilot. 

7. Amost famous movie dolphin. 
10. A wacky black cat with a wacky 
yellow bag. 

11. Milo's pug partner. 

14. Darkwing Duck’s catchphrase, 
mets cel 2! 

15. What's The Story, 

16. Four great green 

17. A talking pig. 

19. The Autobiography of a Horse. 
25. A tiny brontosaurus from a land 
before time. 

26. The most lovely swine. 

28. Ross's Monkey Friend. 

29. Garfeild’s punching bag. 

30. A tale of a boy and his stuffed 
toy. 

32. The lucky dragon from The 
Neverending Story. 

33. A helpful spider's web. 

35. A Canadian TV show about a 
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36. The great university bear of 
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37. Polly's big red pal Eigse eee ae 
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2. Paris Hilton's lost, then found down the well? mouse. 21. Who wrote The Tale of Peter 24.NotBenand Jerry but... 
pup. 9. Mama, Papa, Brother and Sister 18. Steamboat Willy Rabbit? 27. Chance, Sassy and 
3. Thoroughbred of Sin. Bears. 19. A troublesome St Berndard. 22. Who shot Old Yeller? Homeward Bound. 


4. Snoopy's plane. 12. Simba just can't waittobe _. 20. A. basketball-playing golden 23. A storybook bear named aftera 31. Arthurisan 
8. What's that ss? Jimmy fell. 13. The most violent game of cat and __ retriever. Canadian bear. 34. Free Willy. 
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authenticity! 


I'm not sure this 
if certificate is all that 
_|fauthentic. | mean, they 
pelt it 'Awethentic'. 


Oh yeah! Well 
guess what? 


The certificate 
came with its 
own certificate 
of authenticity. 


| So | quess the 
joke's on you. 
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